[Wednesday, 6 October, 1971)

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-Waest)
[9.47 p.m.1: I would like to contribute one
or two points to the debate. Firstly, may I
say I have not been approached by anyone
who is in favour of daylight saving. How-
ever, 1 have been approached by a con-
siderable number of people who are against
daylight saving.

When he introduced the measure the
Minister stated that, if this Bill were
passed, daylight saving would be intro-
duced for a specified trial period of one
summer in order to see how daylight sav-
ing suited Western Australia in relation to
the Eastern States of Australia and
whether we could fit in with their altered
times.

I would like to suggest that we have a
trial period in reverse by leaving our time
at standard time in order to see what
the areas of difference and difficulty might
be when clocks in the Eastern States are
advanced one hour, rather than incon-
veniencing the majority of Western Aus-
fralians throughout the length and breadth
of the State by advancing our clocks one
hour according to the provisions contained
in the Bill under discussion. I believe that
is a better way to conduct a trial period.

I agree with Mr. Withers that the Kim-
berley area of this State has a special prob-
lem in respect of time. I hope the oppor-
tunity will be given to Mr. Withers to
suggest amendments to the Bill in due
course, if he so desires, so that we ¢an con-
sider them in Committee. I do not think
there is any harm in proceeding with the
Bill to that stage in order to discuss the

merite or otherwice of hjg prop sals.

It should be remembered that in this
State the time meridian based on 120 de-
grees east of Greenwich is somewhere in the
vicinity of Southern Cross, running north
and south, which means that on Western
standard time those who live on the western
seahoard—in Perth, Geraldton, and Car-
narvon, for instance—already enjoy 22
minutes of daylight saving, The Western
seaboard of this State therefore has per-
manent, buili-in daylight saving of 22 min-
utes. It works the opposite way east of
Southern Cross, but the majority of the
population in Western Australia lives west
of that line, I suggest there is no merit in
putting our clocks forward one hour to
give us one hour 22 minutes of daylight
saving in this area of the State.

To summarise, I believe there is merit
in examining the situation in the Kimber-
ley area and in proceeding with the Bill
to the Committee stage, when we can con-
sider the amendments suggested by Mr.
Withers. I also believe we should conduct
our experiment in reverse by maintaining
Western standard time in the coming sum-
mer, following which we can have second
thoughts in the light of our experience.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. Dolan (Minister for Police).

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Toms) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (32): ON NOTICE
1. STATE SHIPS
Derby Jetty: Berthing

Mr, RIDGE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the State ships Wambiri and
Beroona be able to “sit on the
bottom” beside the Derby Jeity?

(2) {(a) If “Yes” is there any likeli-
hood that the considerably
larger vessels will distort the
“wallow” which has heen
created by the K- and D-
class ships?

(k) Would an enlarged “wallow”
adversely affect use of the
port by ships other than
Wambiri and Beroona?

Will the recently acquired
ships be able to gain access
to the Derby jetty on neap
tides;

(b) if not, for how many days
each month will access be
hindered, and with what re-
sult?

. MAY replied: .
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Yes, slightly.
(b) No.
(3) (a) Yes, except on approximately

three or four occasions in a
VeAar.

(b) Seec previous answer, and in
any case berthing would only
be inconvenienced at the out-
side for 24 hours.

3 (a)

2. KIMBERLEY CATTLE

STATIONS
Subsidy Walering Points Commiltee

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the Klmberley cattle stations
subsidy watering points commit-
tee been disbanded?

(2) (a) If so, when and for what
reason;
{(b) if not, who are the present
members of the committee?
{3) As at 30th June this year, how
many subsidy applications were
before the committee?
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1)
(2)

(&)
(4)
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Have all applicants for assistance
under the scheme been informed
that the Government has hot
allocated any funds for expendi-
ture during the current financial
year?

. JAMIESON replied:

No.
(a) Answered by (1).

(b Mr, M. McCleery,
Works Department.

Mr, J. Morgan, Surveyor Gen-
eral.

Mr, E. O'Driscoll, Geological
Surveys.

One.

No, since adequate funds are
available in the Kimberley station
boring subsidy trust account for
present purposes.

Public

POULTRY FARMS
North of 26th Parallel

RIDGE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

a)

)
@)

4)

<5}
(8)
&)

8)

)

10y

1)

2)

3

4

How many licensed commercial
poultry farms are north of the
26th parallel? -

In what towns are they situated?

Ts there a restriction on the num-
ber of fowls which can be kept
by northern egg producers?

W.l;at numbers are they restricted
to?

How is the figure arrived at?
Why is a restriction necessary?

In their respective areas, can the
northern growers meet the local
demand for fresh eggs?

In the case of the Kimberley
region and excluding “chiller
eggs”, is there an alternative sup-
ply source for fresh eges?

Are northern growers required to
pay a levy on producing hens?

What is the rate of levy?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

There are six licensed producers
north ¢of the 26th parallel of which
four are north of the 24th parallel,

Three of the six licensed produc-
ers are situated in Derby, one in
Broome and two in Carnarvon,

Yes. Any scheme of control pro-
cél_uction must provide for restric-
ions.

Producers north of the 24th
parallel have been granted licenses
for the number of hens applied for

(5)

(8)

7

1¢:))

1¢:)

(10)

or alternatively where the numbex
applied for has been considered
excessive they have been granted
a license for a number considered
by the board as necessary to pro-
vide sufficient eggs to meet con-
sumers' requirements in their
immediate area.

The board has advised the produc-
ers north of the 24th parallel that
on request consideration will be
given to increasing the licensed
number if requirements of local
demand should warrant such in-
crease,

Allocations of licenses to produc-
ers south of the 24th parallel but
north of the 26th parallel have
been dealt with similarly as pro-
ducers throughout the rest of the
State in accordance with the basis
and numbers as approved,

An estimate of consumer require-
ments has been based on popula-
tion of the immediate area in
which the producers operate.

To keep the overall State surplus
to manageable levels.

No. The board has advised the
producers above the 24th parallel
that consideration will be given ta
increasing the license number
should local demand warrant such
increase.

Imports from the Northern Terri-
tory. Origin could be production
within the Northern Territory or
eggs obtained from South Aus-
tralia and Queensland.

All producers threughout Australia
with the exception of those within
the Northern Territory are subjecl
to the provisions of the Common-
wealth Poultry Industry Levy Acts
and have to pay hen levy.

The rate of levy is four cents a
hen owned on each preseribed
fortnightly levy day with the pro-
viso that the sum of the twenty
six levies iImposed in any one yeal
shall not exceed $1.00.

By an arrangement between the
Minister for Agriculture of the
State of Western Australia and
the Federal Minister for Primarj
Industry 95% of the levy paid by
producers in certain remote areas
including the north-west is remit-
ted by the State Minister for Agri-
culture from funds payable to the
Western Australian Eegg Board.

Producers in other parts of the
State are therefore in effect sub-
sidising producers in remote areas
to the extent of 95% of the levy
paid by them,
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MATN ROADS FUNDS (2) Over what period is this develop-
Allocation to Shark Bay Shire ment to take place?
Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for (3) What facilities will be provided
Works: when the work is completed?
(1> What was the amount allocated
g’ﬁ)mk nﬁain Sll'?ads lnfunds t'? tfhe Mr, JAMIESON replied:
ar ay ire respect of—
. . (1) The dredging equipment will be
(a) Denham-Hamelin Pool road; assembled on site and ready to
(b) the Useless Loop road; and commence work towards the end
{e) other roads, of June next year.
in the year ended 30th June, (2) Three years subject to avallability
@ \17371' 1 the ab locat of finance.
} Were all the above allocations .
spent, and, if not, what moneys (3) The faclilties proposed are:—
are held in reserve? (a) Dredged channel connecting
{3) Were any road maintensnce funds service basin at Mangrove
spent in the Shark Bay Shire, and, Point to Teggs channel.
if so, what amount, and on what .
sections? (b) Service jetty.
Mr, JAMIESON replied: $ (¢} Slipway.
{1} (a) Denham-Hamelin {d) Launching ramp.
Pool road . 30,000
' {e) Parking areas at rear of ser-
(b Useless Loop road 35,000 vite jotty.
(c) Other roads ... 28,500 (f») Road connecting the above
{2} The following amounts were un- parking area to the town.
expended at 30th June, 1971: (g) Power and water suppl
(a) Denham-Hamelin $ g) TOwer a € pEly.
Pool road ... 3,160
(b) Useless Loop road 2,454 ROADS
(¢) Other roads ... 4,919
(3) Yes. Funds: 1969 to 1972
(a) Useless Loop road ... 2,391 Mr. RUSHTON, te the Minister for
(b} Ottller de\trelopmental Works:
roads: (details of sec- >
i 3 ¥or each of the years 1968, 1570
tions not available) .. 1,521 and 1971 and estimated for this
vear, will he advise the total State
FISHING BOAT HARBOUR road funds, showing comparative
Carnarvon itemised Income and outgoings
Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for year by year?
Works: Mr. JAMIESON replled:
(1) When is a start to be made on T. JA. repiled:
the proposed fishing harbour at The information reguested is con-
Mangrove Point, Carnarvon? tained in a statement which is
set out below:—
State Boad Funds
Collections and Expenditure for the Period 1983-69 Lo 1971-72
1505-69 1069-70 1970-71 1071-72
Funds {Eslimate)
Collectlons Expenditure Colleclions Expenditure Collections Expenditure Cellections Expenditure
$ $ 8 $ $ 8 $
Motor Vehicle
License Fees 8,760,715 10,644,448 12,606,231 12,000,000
Motor Drivers”
Licenses ... en.:m} 9,018,081 030.993} 10,590,684 714,505} 14,347,181 -ms.ooo} 14,870,000
Overload  Per-
mits 231,323 174,111 273 835 230,000
Road Mainten-
ance (Contrib-
* utions) . 3,269,680 3,085,514 3,628,870 3,556,717 3,000,350  Li130,051 *H400,000 4,400,000
Transport com-
mission 26,710 10,331 94,640 19,448 142,043 93,208 101,000 142,000
$ 12,309,813 12,114,826 15,218,167 14,172,849 17,676,633 13,57L050 15,606,000 19,212,000

* or alternative funda.
166)
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES
ASSISTANCE FUND

Grants
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the procedure been finalised

for local authorities to obtain

grants from the local authorities

assistance fund?

(a) If so, what are the details;

(b) if not, when can the local
authorities expect to be ad-
vised of the procedure?

Will all local authorities be

eligible to obtain a grant, or will

a “means test” apply?

T. D. EVANS replied:

No.

and (3) Details of the scheme

will be announced in due course.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
Metropolitan Area: Number

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Police:

(1) How many traffic accldents—

(a) involving damage to property
and/or life;

(b) resulting in loss of life,

have heen reported to the police

in the metropolitan area during

the time between the 23rd and

27th September, 1971, inclusive?

How many similar accidents were

reported during the same period

last year?

MAY replied:

and (2) (a) Statistics are
maintained to enable
question to be answered.

(b) 1990: four accidents,
deaths.
1971;
deaths.

2)

3

Mr.
1)
2)

2)

Mr,
(1) not

the
five

three accidents, four

POLICE

Qffences: Number in Metronolitan
Area

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police:
{1) How many alleged offences of
breaking and entering, stealing or
assault against }fe and property
have been reported to the police
in the metropolitan area during
the time between the 23rd and
27th September, 1971, inclusive?
How many similar offences have
been reported during the same
period last year?

(2)

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) and (2) 1970 1971
Breaking and entering 89 163
Stealing ... 183 224
Asgsault . 12 17

10.

11,

12.

CIVIL DEFENCE
Manning of Essential Services
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier;

(1) Will he take action to ensure civil
defence farces or similarly ade-
quately trained persons are avail-
able to man essential services,
such as the electricity supply, to
provide supply of power for pro-
tection of life?

If not, why not?
. J. T. TONKIN replied:

and (2) The emergency function-
ing of public utilities is best left
with the expertise within that
utility. On this basis Government
utilities will continue to develop
plans to ensure that the essential
life of the community is safe-
guarded.

(2)

1)

EDUCATION
Patch Theatre Touring Company

Mr. HUTCHINSEON, to the Minister
for Education:

(1) Is it a fact that the Education
Department has withdrawn per-
mission for the Patch Theatre
touring company to perform plays
at country schools?

If so, what are the reasons for
this action?

J. T, TONKIN replied:

Yes.

In each of the three performing
arts—drama, music and ballet—
only one organisation has been
approved to conduct performances
in school time. This action be-
came necessary on account of the
considerable disruption in school
programmes,

In the fleld of drama, the National
Theatre is the approved organis-
ation.

(2)

Mr.
n
(2)

RAILWAYS AND ROAD
TRANSPORT

Willinms. Through Traffic

W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
Railways:

What was the tonnage of traffic
through Willlams each year since
1966-67?

What classes aof goods were car-
ried in the first and last years
quoted?

What amount of local traffic, in-
cluding road transport, was re-
ceived and despatched during the
same years?

Mr.
for
($3)]

(2)

3)



Mr.

{Wednesday, 6 October, 1971]

MAY replied:

{1) This information is not recorded.

(2}

and (3) Tonnages of traffic car-
rled to and from Willlams are as
follows:—

Rall 1066-1967 1970-1971

For- Recelved For-  Recelved

warded warde

Tons Tons Tons Tons
Tlmber ¢ 7
Woaol " 840 869 .
Ferl.ill.sera B 2,202 3 2,192
‘Wheat 728 4 564 2
Grain . 6,992 16 0,436 11
Fruit & vegeta'bles 182 115
Other good 118 860 nz 715
Livestork . 875 223

Total rall 8,824 4,107 8,071 3,260

Road *300 *Ga4 421 537
Total 9,124 4,791 8,402 3,847
* Estimated,
Separate classifications of goods carried by road are not
avallable.

13, OIL EXPLORATION
Programme, and Representations to
Commonwealth
Mr. COURT, to the Minister for

Mines:

1)

2)

3

1)

5)

1)

(3)
4)
5}

Is the Government satisfied with
the current programme of petrol-
eum exploration being under-
taken in Western Australia?

If not, what are the main causes
of its dissatisfaction?

Have representations been made

to the Commonwealth Govern-

ment about—

(a)} the present exploration in-
centlves policy;

(h) the present indigenous crude
pricing policy?

If representations have been
made, what 1s the nature of the
representations?

If no representations have been
made, are any confemplated?

. MAY replied:

and (2) Yes, but a major factor
in the rate of discovery of petrol-
eum is the money made available
for exploration. Petroleumm com-
panies are requlred to negotiate
expenditure commitments with
the Government at the time ex-
ploration permits are granted.
The commitments are considered
to be at a satisfactory level bhut
will become subject to review
when the permits are renewed
should any changed circumstances
make this appropriate.

Not at present.
Answered by (3) above.

Representations will be made to
the Commonwealth Government
when considered appropriate,

14.

Mr,
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POWER BOATS
Registration Fee
O'NEIL, to the Minister for

Works:

13

2

)

(4)

(5)

Mr.

(1)

&)

(& })
(4)
(5}

Is it proposed to Increase the
registration fee for power boats
from the current $1 fee?

If so, what is the proposed in-
crease, and when will it become
effective?

How many power boats are cur-
rently registered in Western Aus-
tralia?

What are the views of—
(a) the Power Yacht Association;

(b) the Yachting Association of
Western Australia,

in regard to any increase in fees?

What were the recommendations
of the Minister's advisory com-
mittee on navigable waters in this
matter?

JAMIESON replied:

Yes. The existing registration fee
of $1 per annum Is completely in-
adequate to meet the costs involv-
ed in the administration of the
navigable waters regulations Inso-
far as they apply to power boats.

The proposed fees are as follows:

Boats up to 16 ft.—$4 per
annum,

Boats 16 ft. to 35 ft.—8$7 per
annum,

Boats over 35 ft.—$8 per annum.
The new charges to hecome effec-
tive as from 1st January, 1972.
18,312 paid registrations as at 30th
June, 1971,

Both assoclations are opposed to
increase in registration fees.

The recommendations of the ad-
visory committee in detail were as
under-—

{a) That there should he no in-
grease in boat registration
ees.

That the Fremantle Port
Authority be approached for
a substantial contribution to-
wards the cost of department-
al poficing of the port area, as
that authority was the prime
mover in pressing the Har-
bour and Light Department to
police the port authority area.
That there be no alteration to
the application of the boat
registration system as it is
now applied {sall boats not
registered),

That a boat's registration
should lapse with the transfer
of a boat to another owner

(b}

(c)

(d)
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and a2 new registration fee
should be charged against the
new owher.

(e) That the committee recom-
mends to the Minister that
provision should bhe made for
a registration sticker to be
affixed to registered boats,
showing the financial status
of that boat’s registration.
The colour of the sticker to
vary for each year of financial
registration, at cost to boat
owner and additional to exist-
ing registration fee.

In elaboration of the answer 1
have just given, I would point out
that we are undertaking an
examination of how to give some
recompense to the registered clubs
and their membership in a form
of rebate for the fees they pay,
because we recognise the wark
they do in policing the regulations
made under the Western Austra-
lian Marine Act.

CENTRAL MIDLANDS
NATIVE WELFARE COUNCIL

Mining Project

Mr. COURT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1> Has he received a submission
from the central midlands native
welfare council about a mining
project in the south-west?

If so, what action is proposed?

T. D. EVANS replied:

Yes.

At the request of the Aboriginal
Advisory Council the submission
has been referred to it for study
and comment. Its views, when
made known, will be considered by
the Department of Native Welfare,
The council meets this week.

@)

Mr.
(1)
2)

TOURISM
Pilbare Region

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Tourism:

What action has heen taken by
the Government on the Australian
National Travel Association sur-
vey of the Pilbara region tourist
potential and of which he received
a copy in April, 1971 (as reported
in The West Australian, 3rd April,
1971)?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

The Tourist Development Author-
ity has liaised with and supported
the north-west branch in the
establishment of the Kimberley,
North-West and Pilbara Travel
Associations and the Northern

17.

Travel Council. The latter is in
the nature of a co-ordinating body
designed to present a unified
approach to industry and govern-
i:_aents on hehalf of the associa-
ions.

Although efferts have been made
to attract developers of lower cost
accommodation, very limited suc-
cess in this direction has been
achieved so far.

A survey of comparative costs in
north and southern areas has been
commissioned to serve as a guide
to private enterprise in planning
and also with a view to a special
case being placed before the Com-
monwealth for assistance.

Several of the recommendations
cover areas which had been in-
vestigated earlier and found im-
practicable or premature whilst
the examination of others has
slilown that this applies to them
also.

Costs are a major problem both in
the private and public sector but
the Tourist Authority is mindful
that the recommendations in the
reports of western research ser-
vices and the A.N.T.A. team should
be reviewed at regular intervals.
In this regard the Tourist Devel-
opment Authority intends to ex-
tend its research activity with the
establishment of a research and
development department and in
-extending the basic research work
undertaken in the 1969 Tourist
Development Authority survey of
the north-west and the 1970-71
Pilbara survey.

To co-ordinate planning and
activity throughout the north-
west, the Tourist Development
Authority is to appoint a liaison
officer who will work closely with
all three Northern Travel Associ-
ations.

CRUISING YACHT CLURB
Rockingham' Site

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1) With the sailing season of the
Cruising Yacht Club, Rockingham,
opening on Saturday, 9th October,
will he advise me the decision
taken for the siting of the new
club house and assoclated faclii-
ties?

How much land is to be provided
for this pwrpose?

(3) If the committee decision 1s not
yvet finalised will this be com-
pleted by next Saturday?

When the deliberations are final-
ised will he advise me of the
decislon?

2)

(4)
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN (for Mr. Graham)
replied:

(1) and (2) No decisions have yet
been made on the resiting of the
Cruising Yacht Club or on the site
area.

No.

Yes. A meeting has been arrang-
ed for the 13th October between
representatives of the Cruising
Yacht Club, the Shire of Rocking-
ham, the Department of Lands
and Surveys and the Town Plan-
ning Department to try to finalise
the matter.

KWINANA-BALGA POWER
LINE

(¢))
4)

Cost of Construction: Saving

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Electricity;
In view of his recent announce-
ment that electricity charges to
metropolitan consumers are to rise
by 21% will he reconsider the
suggestion contained in a letter
forwarded to every Member of
Parliament on a way to save
$7,300,000 on the cost of construc-
tion of the proposed Kwinana to
Balga power line, which sugges-
tion could result in either no in-
crease, or & much lower rise be-
ing necessary?

. JAMIESON replied:

It would be several years before
there would be any significanl
difference in expenditure on con-
struction of one or two transmis-
slon lines. Hence the estimated
saving of $7,300,000 by construc-
tion of only one line would have
virtually no effect on the present
financial situation. In any event,
duplicate lines are essential to
safeguard system stability and
security, and the Government is
not prepared to jeopardise supply
by adopting the suggestion that
there be only one line.

FAT LAMES
Abattoir Facilities, and Price

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) In light of the drastically reduced
prices being currently offered hy
fat lamb exporters would the
Government consider increasing
the abattoir space allocation to
farmers wishing to consign fat
lambs to the United Kingdom?
Because of the excellent spring
rainfall is there any possibility
that the 18% cents per ib. mini-
mum for fat lambs can be ex-
tended into the first two weeks
of December?

2)

20.
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(3) Is the Government aware that
although the minimum export
price per lb. is the same as last
vear, producers are belng offered
only approximately $4 per head
while at the same period last year
$5 per head was the comparable
price?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) No specific allocation of space is
made to any clients of West Aus-
tralian Meat Exports and ali
lambs submitted for export have
top priority. However West Aus-
tralian Meat Exports requires for-
ward bookings of at least 14 days.

(2) This is essentially a matter for
decision by the Australian Meat
Board.

(3) Yes. The price differential may
be related to the introduction of
an import duty for lambs con-
signed to UK. as well as increased
ifreight rates. The duty is now
0.96 cents per lb. and from 1st
January, 1972 will be 1.8 cents per
lb. Qcean freights have been in-
creased by 0.99 cents per ib. from
6.21 cents per 1b. to 7.2 cents per
1b. There are also problems with
lamb skins that have a lower com-
merclal value if affected with
slaughtering damage and with less
than one inch of wool. Such skins
have ne commercial value.

FARMERS
Retraining Schemes

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Educa-

tion:

(1) What farmer retraining schemes—

(a) are at present available in
Western Australia;

(b) are likely to be soon intro-
duced?

‘Would he give brief details of the

same?

How should potential applicants
apply for the courses?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) (a) Courses are available in ac-
cordance with the announce-
ment of the Minister Tfor
Labour and National Service
as published in The West Aus-
tralian on Friday, 17th Sep-
tember, 1971.

(b) Information not available.

Full or pari-time courses which
will lead to the satisfactory voca-
tional re-employment of the farm-
ers. Commonwealth assistance
towards fees and expenses is
available for approved applica-
tions.

Applications should be submitted
to the Commonwealth Department
of Labour and National Service.

(2)

3}

(2)

3
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HOSPITALS
Constructions: 1971-72
Mr. BLAIKTE, to ¢(he Minister for
Health:

(1} In which towns will the construc-
tion of new hospitals commence
til;%r;g the year ending 30th June,

(2) What is the estimated cost of

each new construction?
. DAVIES replied:

(a) Paraburdoo—built and finan-
ced by Hamersley Iron Pty.
Litd,

{b) Wickham—bullt and financed
by Cliffs Western Australian
Mining Co. Pty. Lid.

(c) Nursing Post, Ravensthorpe—
financed by Government.

(1) (a) and (b As cost of build-
ings will be met by private
companies, estimated costs
are not known.

(1) (¢) Not available until tenders
received,

1

2)

DOG RACING

Kennels: Rezoning of Land in
Canning Vale

Mr. BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1Y In view of the interest shown by
many people wishing to purchase
land in the Canning Vale area for
the purpose of building kennels
for greyhound breeding and rac-
ing, has there been an approach
by either the Shire of Gosnells or
the Town of Canning to have an
area set aside for rezoning for this
type of Industry in the Canning
Vale district?

(2) (a) If so, can he give the area
so proposed;
(b) if not, has he any objections
to such a proposal to have
certaln areas rezoned?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN (for Mr. Graham)

replied:

(1) and (2) Under the Canning Town
Planning Scheme No. 18, the rele-
vant uses permitted are ‘‘stables
and rural pursults”. No reference
is made to kennels or dog breed-
ing but these could conceivably be
considered as rural pursuits and
could therefore be permifted in
the rural zone.

In the Shire of Gosnells the area
bounded by Evelyn Street, Ran-
ford Road, Verna Street and Fur-
ley street received preliminary
approval for rezoning from “rural”
to “rural zone-—-kennels area” on
30th July, 1971. Notice of this

23.

24,

23.

proposed rezoning was published
in the Government Gazetie on 6th
August, 1971. The proposal re-
mains on public exhibition and for
objection if desired until 5th
November next.

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
Kalgoorlie-Esperance Line

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister repres-
enting the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many sleepers will be re-
quired to maintain the Kalgoorlie-
Esperance railway line during the
twelve months 1st July, 1971 to
30th June, 19727

What type of sleeper is to be used?

. MAY replied:

The number of sleepers reguired
for actual maintenance purposes
is approximately 4,000, A further
35,000 sleepers, approximately,
will be used in the current up-
grading programme.

The new 7 ff. and 8 ft. jarrah
sleepers are being used. In addit-
fon a number of second hand
sleepers ex Esperance branch
deviations will also he used.

2)

1

@

CARAVAN PARKS
Public Health Department Insgpections

Mr. BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Health:

{1) How many caravan parks in
Western Australia have been in-
spected by the Department of
Publ})c Health since 30th June,
19697

Has the department any jurisdie-
tion over caravan parks?

Have any caravan parks been
prosecuted for non-compliance
with regulations by the depart-
ment, and, if so, where?

(2}
@

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) 176.
(2) Yes. Regulations relating to

sanitation in caravan parks have
been promulgated.

(3) Yes, at Busselton,
HOSPITAL
Katanning
Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Health:
{1) Has a decision been reached to

proceed with the extensions to the
Katanning hospital?

When will tenders be called?
What Is the anticlpated cost?

When is it expected that the ex-
tensions will be completed?

(2}
3
(4)
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. DAVIES replied:

Yes.

This will depend upon availabllity
of funds.

$56G0,000.

This cannot be indicated until a
commencement date is known.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Dianelle and Bedford
A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Police:

When is it intended to provide
traffic lights for the following
dangerous and busy intersec-
tions—

(a) Alexander Drive and Wood-
row Avenue, Dianells;

(b) Alexander Drive and Grand
Promenade, Dianella;

{¢) Grand Promenade and Beau-
fort Street, Bedford?

. MAY replied:

No traffic lights have been pro-
grammed by the Main Roads De-
partment for any of these inter-
sections. However, negotiations
have been initiated with the local
authorities concerned with a view
to carrying out channelisation on
a shared cost hasis at the Iollow-
ing intersections:
Alexander Drive and Woodrow
Avenue, Dianella.
Grand Promenade and Beaufort
Street, Bedford.
The Alexander Drive-Grand Pro-
menade intersection will be kept
under observation,

ALCOCA ALUMINA REFINERY,

Mr.

PINJARRA

Deferment of Development

RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

1)

2]

(3}

4

Is he aware of the general con-
cern in Pinjarra at the decision
of Alcoa Ltd. to defer indefinitely
its future development at Pin-
jarra?

As it has been reported that 1,300
men will lose their jobs because
of this decislon, can he give any
details regarding the cause of the
deferment and the serloushess of
the situation?

Is it correct that the housing pro-
ject at Carcoola is to be severely
curtailed?

Is it also correet that the pro-
posed shopping complex for Car-
coola has been abandoned?

28.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN (for Mr. Graham)
replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) It is a well established practice of
alumina producers to obtain a
formal commitment for the pur-
chase of their product before they
outlay eapital on new facllities.
As the world market for alumina
has declined, it is not practical
for the company to negotiate new
contracts for the sale of alumina;
therefore plans for expansion of
production facilities have been
deferred. As far as the Western
Australian alumina industry Is
concerned the position is not con-
sidered serious. With the bring-
ing into production of the two
units currently under construe-
tion at Pinjarra, Alcog will be
producing 1,670,000 tons of alu-
mina a year and this has all been
sold firm on contracts which ex-
tend for up o twenty years,

(3) Originally, the company con-
sidered that it would require ap-
proximately 400 homes by the
time the refinery came into pro-
duction. Some of these homes
would have been available for em-
ployees of contractors. Because
of the expected cui-back of con-
struction work following the com-
pletion of the units currently be-
ing built, houses for married em-
ployees of contractors will not be
required. Another factor is that
the company has had a very good
response to its recrulting pro-
gramme and it has been able to
attract a number of workers who
are living in the Pinjarra and
surrounding districts. With the
lessening of the expected demand
for houses the eompany has ar-
ranged for the housing developer
to reduce the number of homes in
the first stage to 200.

(4) The shopping complex at Carcoola
will still be built although with
fewer houses the number of shops
required will be less.

PINE TREES
RKwinana Area: Effect of Industrial
Dust

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Have officers of his department
conducted investigations of the
effent of dust from industrial
establishments on pine trees In
the Kwinana area?

(2) If so, what were the resulis of
such investigations?

Mr. H. D, EVANS replied:
{1} Yes.
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(2) Leaves from various trees in the
Kwinana area have been analysed
for aluminium. In the trees close
to Alcoa high aluminium levels
were obtained, indicating a dust
deposition but whether this de-
posit is harmful is not known.

ALUMINA REFINERIES
Caustic: Settling Ponds

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Have studles been done by any
Government department on the
rate of movement of caustic
through clay membranes of ponds
used to dispose of red mud waste
from alumina refineries?

If so, what were the conclusions
of such studies?

Will he table officers’ reports on
such studies?

. JAMIESON replied:

Yes. Monitoring bores have been
drilled around the perimeter of
these ponds to permit analysis of
the ground water,

There has been no trace of ecaustic
detection from these tests.

No. This technical file can be
made available for perusal by the
Member in my office.

(2)

®

)

2

)

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Great Eastern Highway-Kalamunda
Road Intersection

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police:

(1) Is he aware that, since Great
Eastern Highway was made a
priority road, access to it from
Kalamunda Road at some periods
is almost impossible with traffic
banking up for considerable dis-
tance along Kalamunda Road?

Does he agree that traffic lights
are hnecessary at this intersection?

(a) If so, will he state when these
will be provided;

(b} if not, will he state what steps
he will take to relleve the
problem and reduce the pos-
sibility of traffic accldents at
this intersection?

. MAY replied:

No complaints have been received
by the Main Roads Department
regarding difficulty of access to
Great Eastern Highway f{rom
Kalamunda Road.

Only a limited number of sites can
be equipped with traffic control
signals each year, and there are

2)

(&)

1

(9]

3L

32.

very many sites throughout the
metropolitan area which have a
higher priority.

(3) This junction will be kept under
observation.

GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY
Glen Forrest; Reconstruction

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:

{1) What was the estimated cost of
reconstruction of the southern sec-
tion of Great Eastern Highway
between Hardey Road and Bligo-
man Road, Glen Forrest?

What are the actual costs, to date,
on this section of road?

What was the estimated date of
completion of the work?

When will the road be open to
traflic?

Does he consider compensation
should be paid to the owners of
the businesses along this section
of recad because of loss of trade
due to the protracted period that
access to such businesses has been
1'estr§gted?
. JAMIESON replied:

$69,200.

$56,436.98.

End of August. However, incle-
ment weather conditions have de-
layed completion of the work.

If suitable weather conditions
prevail it is expected that the road
will be opened to traffic towards
the end of Cctober.

No. Every effort is being made
to facilitate the movement of
trafie and provide access to all
praperties while the work is being
carried out.

2)
(3
(4)

(%)

1
2
(&)

(C))

(5}

INFANT HEALTH CLINIC
High Wycombe

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:

11) Is he aware that no infant health
sister has been avallable In High
Wycombe since the services of a
sister were withdrawn without
adequate notice heing given to the
Kalamundsa Shire Council to com-
ply with a policy declsion of his
department that clinics would be
conducted only in buildings pro-
vided by local authorities for that
purpose?

What steps will be taken to en-
sure a satisfactory infant health
service in High Wycombe, bearing
in mind that the area contains a
lot of young married people who,
between them, produced 49 habies
during the month of September?

(2)
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DAVIES replied:

Shortage of infant health nurses
has forced a retraction of services
to areas where child health cen-
tres are established.

When the Xalamunda Shire
Council provides a child heaith
centre at High Wycombe the de-
partment will make every en-
deavour to provide staff. In the
meantime a special night clinic
is being conducted at Kalamunda
to assist High Wycomhe mothers
who are able to attend.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Union Coverage

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

Will he please clarify for the
House the current position in re-
speet of—

(1) The report in today's issue of
The West Australian that the
S.E.C. had been told by the
State Government to with-
draw from the proceedings be-
cause it was an inter-union
matter when the M.Q.A, ap-
plied to have a case reopened
in March?

(2) Does the State Government
favour continuation of the
S5.0.A. coverage at the S.E.C,,
M.O.A. coverage, or both?

(3) What action and attitude will
the Government and the
S.E.C. take in respect of the
hearing of the M.Q.A, appli-
cation before Commonwealth
Comrmissioner J. L. Gough on
Priday?

(4) What direction or advice has
the Government given the
S.E.C. about the Gough hear-
ing?

(5) Although he states the SE.C.
has not entered into indus-
trial negotiations with the
M.O.A,, have not Ministers af
the Government entered into
discussions and negotiations
with the M.O.A, about SE.C.
industrial matters?

(6) Although he states the S.E.C.
has not been advised by the
M.Q.A. of any further threat-
ened stoppage, has not the
Government or the Premier
been so advised by the
M.O.A.?

. JAMIESON replied:

I have had some notice of the
questions, for which 1 thank the
Deputy Leader of the Oppasition.

Mr.
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The replies are as follows:—

(1) The Cabinet did not wish to
influence proceedings which
it considered as an inter-union
dispute at that time.

{2) This is an industrial matter
which should he determined
by court procedure.

(3) and (4) This matter is still
under consideration.

{9) Ministers have not had dis-
cussions with the M.OA. in
recent times.

(6) The M.0O.A. has advised “a
further meeting is to be held
on Wednesday, 13th October,
at which time progress in the
dispute will be considered and
failing progress a decision is
to be taken as to when a
‘brown out’ shall be held.”

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Arbitration Proceedings
R. L. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Electricity:

1)

2)

@

(4)

5

(6)

Has the Municipal Officers’ As-
sociation referred its claim for
coverage of S E.C. workers to the
Commonwegalth Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission before
Commissioner Gough to be heard
on Friday, the 8th Qctobor?

Is it true that the Salaried Of-
ficers’ Association, having a re-
gistered agreement with the SE.C.
and being a State body, cannot
be heard before the Federal
court?

Is it true that the S5.0.A. can
therefore only intervene to support
the SE.C. in any appearance be-
fore the court?

Has the Minister, or any other
Minister, directed or advised the
S.E.C. not to intervene in the mat-
ter before the court?

If so, does this mean that the
5.0.A. has been therefore indirectly
barred from appearing to put its
claims to continue to cover the
workers?

Is the Minister aware that the
5.0.A. workers on Tuesday, the
5th October, voted overwhelmingly
in favour of continued State
cover?

. JAMIESON replied:

I thank the member for Wembley
for notice of these gquestions. The
answers are as follows:—

(1} Yes.
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Under section 36 of the
Federal Act an organisation
which is not a party to the
dispute may be given leave to
intervene.

Answered by (2).

A Cabinef request was made
to the State Electricity Com-
mission in March not to be-
come jnvolved in inter-unjon
disputes.

Answered by (2).

I have not been informed as
to any decisions made at the
meeting referred to.

I might add that there have been
two conflicting Press reports in
connection with the mat{er. I am
not sure which one is correct be-
cause I have been unable to verify
either of them.

(2)

3)
(4)

(5)
(6}

3. PILBARA MINERAL AREAS

Publications and Propaganda:

Mr.

1)

(2)

)

Proposed
Action

COURT, to the Premier:

Does the Government propose to
take legal action—on the grounds
that the matters involved are
sub judice—against Messrs, Han-
cock and Wright (and/or their
appropriate companies) ahout pub-
lications, propaganda, etc., they
are undertaking in Australia and
overseas about Pilbara mineral
areas and the treatment they are
receiving from the State?

If not—

(a) how does this reconcile with
the action taken by the Gov-
ernment against The West
Australien;

who initiated those proceed-
ings by requesting Govern-
ment action in the first place;

does the Government still
plan to proceed with the case
against The West Ausiralian
in view of the decision by Mr,
Justice Hale?

In view of the anomalcus si-
tuation through which I, as
an elected Member of Parlia-
ment, cannot introduce my
proposed Pilbars development
motion, because it has been
ruled sub judice under Stand-
ing Orders, but people directly
involved in litigation are
carrying on publications and
propaganda, would the Gov-
ernment agree to support a
suspension of the appropriate
Standing Order for a period
to permit my motion to be
introduced and debated?

(b}

)

(a)

4,

Mr.

Mr,

(b) Also, will he give considera-
tion to ways and means of
overcoming the anomalous
situation whereby Hancock
and Wright and/or their
appropriate companies and
representatives are engaging
in publications, propaganda,
ete., but public, parliament-
ary, and press debates are stif-
led on the grounds that mat-
ters in question are sud
judice? Also, the affairs of
Government and development
appear to be in danger of being
frustrated by an abuse of legal
processes.

J. T. TONKIN replied:

I thank the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for ample notice of
these gquestions. The answers
are—

(1) Legal advice has not yet been
taken on the publications re-
ferred to.

(2) (a) Answered by (1).

{b) It is not considered pro-
per in all cases to divulge
the names of persons
requesting Government
action of this nature.

Yes.

Notice of appeal has been
given and the processes
are still sub judice.
Consideration will be
given as to whether an
offence has occurred in
relation to the publica-
tions referred to.

«©)
3 (a)

(b)

INDUSTRIAL AWARD
COVERAGE

Government Policy
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Labour:

6}

2)

What is the Government’s policy
in cases where a union with Fed-
eral industrial coverage seeks to
obtain a Federal award to cover
workers who are already covered
by a Western Australian State
union under State awards, such
as is the case in the S.0.A. and
M.O.A. dispute within the SE.C.?
Does the State favour the con-
tinuation of State unions under
State awards in preference to
Federal?

. TAYLOR replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of these questions.
The answers are as follows:—
(1} This is not the type of matter
in which the Government
considers it should have a
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firm policy. Generally, this
Government—as do other
State Governments—prefers
to deal with State unions
primarily because of ease of
contact and the State arbi-
tration system is conveniently
near, if needed.

However, it believes that
people at whatever level of
endeavour—professional, com-
mercial, trade, etc.—have the
right of choice of the method
of representation they prefer
without undue influence from
Governments,

The Government further be-
lieves that arbitration com-
misgions—State and Federal
—are the appropriate auth-
orities to determine matters
of industrial coverage.

(2) Yes, but qualified by state-
ments above.

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSICON
Union Coverage

COURT, to the Minister for Elec-

tricity:

I desire to seek further clarifica-
tion of the answer to the ques-
tion I asked without notice in re-
gard to the State Electricity
Commission—in particular, the
answer given to (5), which was—
Ministers have not had dis-
cussions with the M.O.A, in
recent times.
Would he be good enough to check
on this because in the television
interview I heard a few days
ago the representative in this
State of the M.O.A.—who, I
presume, had come from Mel-
bourne—referred to the fact
that he had had discussions with
the Premier?

JAMIESON replied:

I am egrateful for this op-
portunity partially to correet
a certain matter. When ques-
tions are asked without notice,
one is hurried In preparing the
information, and certain things
can get by. I understand Mr.
Donnar spoke to the Premier but
he did not have any negotiations
with him as far as the matter be-
fore us is concerned. I also now
understand from the Minister for
Labour that Mr. Ellis approached
him on the 22nd September last
to inquire whether the tribunal's
report could be made available
to him. No discussions took place
in regard to industrial conditions.

8.

The SPEAKER: The next question will
have to be the last without notice.
I trust it is an urgent question.

HIGH SCEHOOLS: SOCIAL
STUDIES COURSE

Use of Publication "“Soviet Society”

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has he seen a book produced by
the Education Department called
.S'oviep Society, which is being used
by third-year high school students
for the social studies course?

(2} Does he consider the publication
8 suitable one for use by children
of such an impressionable age?

(3) Is it true that because some
teachers consider the book to be
biased and subversive to the good
order of our society, they have re-
fused to use the book?

(4) If the book is not fully accepted
by teachers, will he take steps to
withdraw it from schools?

(5) If he is not prepared to amend or
ban the book, which is considered
repugnant by the parents of some
students, will he give his reasons
for its continued use?

(6) Who prepared the book?

{7) Is this an example of the books
to be provided by the Government
under the free text books scheme?

Several members interjected.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

I thank the member for Darling
Range for ample notice of these
questions, which appear to have
been Iframed upon some know-
jedge of a chap named McCarthy
in the United States. The answers
are—

(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) The Education Department
has not received any widely-
expressed opposition to this
experimental unit which is
being used in a limited num-
ber of pilot schools.

(4) No. This is an optional topic
which has been welconted by
teachers who are endeavouring
to promote international
understanding.

(5) The book is one of a series
aimed at presenting, in san
unbiased manner, different
economic, social, and peliti-
cal systems, The Education
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Department has no indica-
tion that the book is consid-
ered to be repugnant to some
parents,

The book was prepared by the
Curriculum Branch of the
Education Department.

The book in its present form
is an experimental edition.
The quality of the printing
and binding would be im-
proved in the ultimate publi-
cation, The book would not
be within the projected free
hook scheme as it is a sec-
ondary school publication.,

6)

&)]

9. HOSPITAL
Katanning

Mr. NALDER: Mr. Speaker, I made
several attemptis to rise to ask a
gquestion without notice. What
is your intention?

The SPEAKER: You could not have
risen very far or I would have
noticed you. I will allow you to
ask the question.

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Health:

Further to his reply to question
24 on today's notice paper, re-
garding extensions to the Katanh-
ning Hospital, does he anticipate
that the extensions will be made
during the financial year 1971-72?

. DAVIES replied:

The extensions to the Katanning
Hospital are on the planning lst
and wil] take their place with all
the other priorities and requests
received from other members.

LOCAL AUTHORITY
Allegations of Corruption: Grievance

DR. DADOUR (Sublaco) [5.12 pm.}: I
might say at this moment that the Min-
ister for Health can relax. He has a short
respite; my grievance does not concern
health. The grievance is quite jusiified
and the subject has been most upsetting
to me. I am certain the Minister for
Local Government and the Government
have erred and have attempted to worm
their way out of what I consider to be a
very difficuit situation.

The subject of my grievance is the re-
cent accusations of corruption made
against a certain local authority. To fol-
low the sequence of events, on the 28th
July the Minister for Local Government
received a deputation concerning allega-
tlons of corruption in an unnamed local
authority. The Minister ordered a full
inguiry to be made into that metropolitan
local authority. He would not name the

[ASSEMBLY.:

authority because he considered that to do
s0 would put those who were accused of
corruption on their guard,

The local authority concerned had
no warning whatsoever and no know-
ledge that it was the accused auth-
ority. The first the authority knew

of it was when a detective-sergeant
arrived and made a very thorough
investigation. He interviewed the mayor,

all the councillors, and some of the of-
ficers of the council. No more has been
heard about the matter by the local auth-
ority concerned, other than what was con-
tained in a newspaper report on the i4th
September which stated that the charges
had been found to be groundless.

I venture to say that all members of
Parliament and many other people know
which authority is concerned. No details
have been published and no final commu-
nieation has been received by the local
authority. The Minister has not bothered
to reply to a letter from the authority
dated the 21st September. If no details
are made public concerning this Inquiry,
in years to come people will feel that the
local authority must have been partially
guilty. If the details were published there
would be no doubt that the council was
not guilty.

8ir David Brand: That is the result of
going off half-cocked.

Dr. DADOUR: Yes.

Mr. Jamieson: He did not go off half-
cocked; he had some statutory declara-
tions. That is not half-cocked.

Dr. DADOUR: If this matter is allowed
to g0 on in this way, with no information
forthcoming, nothing official—the Minister
has not even the decency to answer the
council’s letter—in filve years’ time it will
become a cloak-and-dageger affair and
everybody will say, “There must have been
something wrong.”

Mr. Jamieson: You are highlighting the
council now. You are doing it a lot of
good!

Dr. DADOUR: Mr, Speaker, the Min-
ister for Electricity seems to want to take
up some of my time,

Mr. Jamieson: We have plenty.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is the role of a mem-
ber to highlight grievances.

Mr. Jemieson: I am glad you know.

Dr. DADOUR: I ask the Minister to
make the details of the whole inquiry
pubiic. Was an affidavit sworn out? Were
the credentials of people making the ac-
cusations ever checked? I know they were
not checked, because if they had been the
whole affair would have been dropped. It
was the Subiaco City Councll which was
investigated, I will tell the House that. I
am sick and tired of this cloak-and-dagger
business,
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Mr. Jamieson: Cloak-and-dagger busi-
ness?

Dr. DADOUR: I have been investigated
myself. I am a councillor on the Subiaco
City Counci] and I have many friends on
the council. I would like the Minister for
Electricity to know that I do this work
in an honorary capacity and I enjoy it.
He must get out from behind his rose-
coloured glasses.

Mr, Jamieson: Good for us.

Dr. DADOQUR: Investigations were made
by a detective-sergeant in this very build-
ing, and this is one of the reasons I show
concern. I submit ail the documents con-
cerning the inquiry should be made pub-
lic so the people can be properly informed
by the Minister of what has gone on. This
will show beyond all doubt that the coun-
cil is innocent. I repeat, unless all the
factgtbecome known, there will always be
doubt.

The Minister has not been completely
fair about this matter; he has gone off
haif-cocked. It is easy for pzople to ac-
cuse but there must be evidence to sub-
stantiate their accusations. It is very
dangerous if the accusations are nof sub-
stantiated, What were the specific allega-
tions? What is the true outcome of the
investigations? Is a full disclosure going
to embarrass the Government? I think it
must. I do not wish to see the relevant
papers in the Minister’s office—

Mr. Jamieson; You are going o be
sorry this time.

Dr. DADOUR: —as this will only seal
my lips. On the other hand, if we had
been found guilty, without a doubt the
whole lot would have come out. Because
we are found innhocent, supposedly we have
to be protected. However, this protection
is only doing us damage.

The accused council has not received
any official notification from the Minister
in spite of several phone calls and a letter
to him. Who Is the Government trying to
protect? I believe it is trying to protect
itself hecause it has made a complete
botch of the matter.

If the Minister is responsible, he should
have the decency to make a full disclosure
of all the facts. What defence do we have
against people who act in this manner?

Many of the ratepayers in Subiaco al-
ready know which council is involved.
Surely, out of decency to the mayor,
councillors, and the officials concerned, the
full details should come out and we should
be declared Innocent without any doubt.
The Minister has not even had the decency
to answer the council’s communication.
The Government is trying to let the whole
thing dle.

The SPEAKER: The member for Sub-
laco has two more minutes.
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Dr. DADOUR.: I shall not let this occur;
I will do everything in my power to have
the full detalls disclosed so the publie
knows once and for all that we are inno-
cent.

DOOR-TO-DOOR SALESMEN
Late Calls: Grievance

MR. BATEMAN (Canning) [5.21 p.m.]l:
I would like to draw the attention of the
House to a problem which has ¢come to my
notice. Many of my constituents live in
new areas and they have been pestered by
door-to-door salesmen of an evening,

Before I go any further I would like
to point out I am not opposed to door-to-
door salesmen. Many of these people pro-
vide a fairly good service by taking their
wares and goods to the householder.
Usually they are reputable people and they
represent reputable firms. The people I
am concerned ahout are the door-to-door
salesmen who encroach on private homes
after dark. These are the people who cause
a fair amount of concernm and worry,
especially to women who are on their own
&t night while their husbands work.

To give an example, only last week a
carload of ahout six of these door-to-door
salesmen were dropped in a particular
ares in my electorate. They arrived at
about 7.30 pm. One of the householders
came home at about 9.20 p.m, and found
one of the fellows going through a back
window. He apprehended him and as &
consequence the man was arrested. On
the same night a householder across the
way was pestered, this time a woman whose
husband works night shift. She is so con-
cerned that she now stays with her mother
until her hushand knocks off and she then
returns home with him.

I do not think this is good enough; some
action should be taken as this not only
disturhs women who are alone, but also
it disturbs old and young people. In my
own case my wife and I ofien have to go
out of an evening and we leave our daugh-
ter, aged 17, at home. It is not very nice
knowing these people could arrive at 10
o'clock and knock on the door trying to
sell encyclopaedias—this is the usual type
of article being sold.

The salesmen probably need two jobs to
exist under our present economic set-up.
However, I appeal to the Minister for Con-
sumer Protection to introduce legislation
so that these people are not permitted to
attempt to sell their goods after a certain
hour. I do not think they should be allow-
ed to call after about five ¢’clock when the
housewife is usually busy preparing dinner
for her husband and children. At about
seven o'clock the family probably watches
the news on TV, and after this time the
children are usually in bed asleep. The
household is entitied {o its rest.

T would like to put forward a suggestion
to the Minister, that a door-to-door saleg-
man could leave literature in letterboxes
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at night and the householders could ring
him up. The salesman could then visit the
house by appointment and endeavour to
sell his wares.

I do not want to prolong this speech
because that is the long and short of the
situation. I would just like to add that I
feel very strongly about these people roam-
ing the streets at night-time and upsetting
the welfare and the well-being of the com-
munity, especially the sick and the aged.
I recommend through you, Mr. Speaker,
that the Minister attempts to bring in
legislation to protect householders.

MR. DAVIES (Victorla Park—Minister
for Consumer Protection) [5.25 p.m.]l: This
is the first complaint I have had of this
nature. However, I have no reason to
doubt the authenticity of the statements
made by the member for Canning and
the fact that these men do operate in
this way.

Under the Door to Door (Sales) Act
there is a ccoling-off period, but that
applies to magazines only. This measure
was introduced by the then member for
Canning and went through this House but
it was amended in the Legislative Council
to apply only to books. The Legislative
Assembly concurred in this,

The practice of knocking on doors late
ab night to promote the sale of goods is
objectionable in the extreme. I can well
imagine the type of complaints which have
been brought to the honourable member
by people to whom this has hsappened.
To my knowledge—unless there is some
authority under local government—there is
no authority under any Statute to prevent
people operating in this manner. How-
ever, {f it continues the Government will
have to look ‘at whether legislation is
necessary to outlaw such a practice. I am
agalnst unnecessary controls and I have
said s0 on many occasions. However, I
believe the individual is entitled to some
protection, particularly within his own
home and late at night.

There is a direct selling agents’ associa-
tion—1I belleve it has some name like that.
This association has established a good
code of ethics and it will only admit to
membership people who will abide by those
ethics. It has no punitive powers over its
members; all 1t ¢can do is suspend people
from membership of the association. I do
not know that it has found it necessary
to do this because it is a relatively young
organisation and it has yet to establish a
full membership. These people very closely
examine all applications for membership;
they are very fussy about whom they will
admit to membership.

The associatlon is aftempting to put
door-to-door selling on s high level and
I believe this can bhe accomplished. It 1s
very much opposed to the unsavoury tactics
adopted by some members of the trade
who will do anything to make a dollar.
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Indeed, as Minister for Consumer Protee-
tion, I have had a great many complaints
regarding the activities of door-to-door
salesmen. It Is quite amazing how many
people belleve that there is a seven-day
cooling-off period for anything they buy
at the door.

Mr. May: That Is right.

Mr. DAVIES: Apain and again pecople
come to me with this understanding. The
member for Canning asks what is likely
to happen., I wish to inform him that the
consumer protection legislation is ready to
be printed and will very shortly be in-
troduced into this House. If the legisla-
tion has a successiul passage through Par-
liament and a commissioner is appointed
it will be up to him to make recommenda-
tions about what is necessary to protect
consumers. I am sure he will investigate
this type of activity.

Mr. Hutchinson: What do you think
about these late calls?

Mr. DAVIES: I have already said they
are most objectionable. I cannot under-
stand any man hoping to effect a sale
under those conditions; it is not logieal to
me. Perhaps it is the element of surprise
which foreces the sale—I do not know.
However, if this continues and complaints
come in about it, the Government will have
to act before the report of any consumer
comtnissioner is to hand,

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
Arbitration Proceedings: Grievance

MR. R. L. YOUNG (Wembley) [529
pm.l: I wish to discuss briefly a matter
which was the subject of a number of
questions without notice this evening. I
refer to the dispute between the Municipal
Officers’ Association and the Salarled Offi-
cers' Assoclation as to who is golng to pro-
vide Industrial coverage for the workers at
the State Electiricity Commisston of West-
ern Australia.

It will be recalled that in April of this
year the Municipel Officers’ Association
wanted to take over the Industrial cover-
age of the Salarfe@ Officers’ Assoclation
workers at the S.E.C. The association
failed to convince the Commonwealth
Arbitration Commission with its claim.
Subsequently it did not appeal against the
refusal of the arbitration commission, but
decided to take direct action of a striking
nature.

The association also failed to persuade
members of the Salerled Officers’ Associ-
ation to come under its wing and it lost
the vote by 360 to 70, which I think is a
clear indieation of the thinking of the
workers of the SE.C. So when the union
failed to convince both the workers of the
S.EC. and the Commonwealth Arbiiration
Commission it went on strike and thereby
held the State to ransom for a day or so.
The strike cost the State about $2,000,000
In production, and when asked about this
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the Pederal industrial officer of the M.O.A.
(Mr. R. P, Durham) said he was not con-
cerned about any possible effect on indus-
try. He made his case quite clear and
what hils role was in that particular situ-
ation,

The Salaried Officers’ Association has a
record of approximately 23 years of service
to the workers in the SE.C, Its record is
unimpeachable. During all those years it
has served well not only the S.E.C. and the
State, but also the industrial courts by not
having to bring any disputes before them.
That association has never been on strike.
Its officers are responsible men who look
upon their jobs in a responsible way, and
their one and only concern is to obiain
better conditions for their fellow workers
and to ensure that every member of their
unlgntgoes home each week with a full pay
packet.

On the other hand, the Municipal Of-
ficers’ Association has & record of militancy
in the Victoria power industiry. It caused
stoppages in 1968 and 1970 and then, with
its muscle-flexing activities, in April of this
year it brought about a strike in this State,
and its record would certainly not com-
pare with that of the 8.0.A.

We now have a situation where an ap-
plication has been made to go before Com-
monwealth Commissioner Gough on Friday
so that once again the claim by the M.O.A,
to provide industrial coverage for the
S.E.C. workers in this State can be heard.
On a number of occasions already the
8.0.A. has voted overwhelmingly against
Federal coverage and, most certainiy, il
did so only yesterday. In my opinion, the
S.E.C. workers do not want Federal cover-
age. They do not want the M.O.A. They
want the State coverage of the S.0.A. s0
that it may continue to look after the
workers in this State. I can say this with-
out any fear of contradiction.

I think I can also say that I was under
the impression that the S.0.A. was pre-
cluded from appearing before Common-
wealth Commissioner Gough on Friday
because it was the State body and unless
it went in to assist the SE.C. it had no
right to appear before the Federal court.
I am informed, however, in the reply to
my question without notice to the Minister
this afterncon, that under the Federal Act
an organisation which is not a party to
a dispute may be given leave to intervene.
I do not know what the situation is in
regard to this. I have not had much time
to look at it, but I will certainly fake the
first opportunity to do so.

In answer to the second part of my
question the Minister said that a Cabinet
request was made to the SE.C. In March
not to become involved in the dispute, and
the same answer was given to a number
of other questlons, It seems to me that
the situation we are now in is a balance
beiween the responsible S.0.A. and the
irresponsible M.O.A., and the S.E.C., as
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the employer of these workers, should be
given Cabinet blessing to go before Com-
missioner Gough to put a case In favour
of the retention of State awards for S.E.C.
workers, if only to ensure that the stability
rin hg.ve enjoyed over the years is main-
ained.

It would appear to me that if this were
not done some degree of irresponsibility
would be displayed, because the Minister
for Electricity, during the course of the
April strike, sald he was not impressed
with the M.O.A. He said, “they were not
very sincere in their approach and we are
not very happy about it.” This is how the
M.O.A, treated the Government of the day
which, at the time, was trying, in all good
faith, to negotiate the resolution of a
strike. So it would appear to me that the
decision made by Cabinet in March to ad-
vise the S.E.C. not to intervene in any of
these actions should have heen rescinded
as a result of what happened in April,
because the M.O.A. is making a fool of the
Government and will make fools of the
S.E.C. workers if they are the only people
to appear before Commissioner Gough on
Friday.

I wonder whether the Minister for Elec-
tricity could enlightenh the House as to what
action the SE.C. will be able to take in
respect of this matter.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) (5.37 p.m.1: Although the member
for Wembley referred to the Minister for
Electricity in regard {o this matter, I think
it is one that properly should come under
the area of labour. I would like to begin
by making the comment that I appreciate
that, in Opposition, it is quite easy for
one to be able, in any particular matter,
to take a side; but I have found that, in
Government, it is not possible and cer-
tainly not advisable, in any situation, to
take the side of one party as against
another. This is certainly the attitude of
the Government at the moment.

As far as the Government is able it in-
tends to remain neutral in this situation
and not take one side against another. It
is a delicate situation indeed. Nobody
denies this. Because the situation is deli-
cate this is all the more reason for the
Government to be responsible, falr, and as
objective as possible,

Following the comment made by the
member for Wembley, one or two points
need to be cleared up. The clalm is made
that the M.O.A. initiated a strike earlier
this year. I think it i1s necessary to relate
a little of the background. If I were
asked who precipitated that strike my
answer would be that it was the men
concerned. However, In addition, the
M.O.A. was the union associated with these
men and perhaps it seemed that 1t did all
the “generaling.” Nonetheless, the men
felt they had a real grievance.
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Let us look at this group of men, and I
am not using the M.O.A. label with refer-
ence to them at this moment. These men
were a8 group of engineers who once had
their own union. This union disbanded
some 10 or 12 years ago and these engineers
then joined the Salaried Officers’ Associa-
tion. They have not felt at home there,
and they consider they are at & disadvant-
age by being members of a ¢lerical union.
They claim to have a grievance and have
stated that they cannot gain redress in
any way. When the Government's sub-
committee was established it was found
that they did have a grievance; that their
rates were below those in the Eastern
States.

I am not condoning the strike action
that was taken by these men; I am merely
giving counter to the point used by the
member for Wembley. These workers
are professional men and their sal-
aries range between $5,500 and $8,000
a year. They are not tradesmen who may
be considered to resort to direct action.
They felt they were driven into this situa-
tion. As I understand the position from
them, it was the men themselves who ap-
proached the M.O.A. and not the other
way around.

The M.O.A. is a union which represents
power house workers in five States and it
represents workers In Western Australia.
The M.O.A. was invited to take action by a
group of workers who felt that they were
at a disadvantage. I also make the point
that this particular group of men have
shown a great deal of responsibility
during the period they have been workers
with the SE.C. They kept power houses
going in past years when other sections
of workers in the S.E.C. were on strike,
These men are a responsible group who
have used the M.O.A., believing they have
a just cause.

Mr. B. L. Young: Is not the M.O.A. using
these men to meet its own ends?

Mr. TAYLOR: It may be. There is a
definite case, but whether it is a right one
or & wrong one I am not prepared to
say. This is a group of power engineers
who feel they cannot get representation
in any way. The union is using a device
within the Commonwealth Act. It thinks
to have some members of the Salaried Of-
ficers’ Association join the ML.O.A., but this
can only be done if done within the law.
In answer to a question this evening by
the member for Bunbury as to what my
personal views were and what the Gov-
ernment’s views were, I stated that norm-
ally, sState Governments prefer State
unions. It is as plain as that. At the
same time, we do not feel that a group
of workers should be disadvantaged if they
desire to go elsewhere.

The Government's problem is to ensure
that there shall be no disruption of industry
or inconvenience to the public. The
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Government ean only hope that there will
be a move towards the ideal sitbation being
achieved; that is, for one group of workers
to reach their objective by gaining their
own barticular representation and allowing
the other group to look after themselves.
A compulsory conference has been held
with a State Industrial Commissioner this
week. I could suggest that there may be
another one held before Friday when cer-
tain ideas could be defined. We can only
hope that by the time the Commonwealth
court convenes on Friday a solution may be
found. I do not know whether it will be,
but certainly this is the way the Govern-
ment would like it to ke; that is, that the
court will convene and the normal process
of law will take place to ensure that no
problems will arise in the community.

The Government’'s attitude has been
made very plain over the five or six months
that this matter has been g problem within
the State, and our attitude at this moment
is consistent with the attitude we have
shown all the way through.

Mr. Court; Why cannot the S.E.C. appear
on Friday?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not believe the answer
has been given that the S.E.C. will not
appear.

Mr, Courf. But they have been told not
to appear.

Mr. TAYLOR: Perhaps the Deputy Lead-
er of the Opposition has some information
that I do not have.

Mr. Court: It was implicit in the answers
to questions given on the spot.

Mr. TAYLOR: The attitude of the
Government has heen that where the
problem can bhe determined by the courts
it will not use its might to coerce one group
of workers to go where they do not wang
to go. At the same time, our attitude is
also that the community must come first.

Whilst we will not disadvantage one
group of workers we will not allow the
situation to get out of hand. If the prob-
lem can be resolved in the court, where it
should be, we will try to ensure that that
is the way it will work,

Mr. R. L. Young: I clearly read the
answer that was given to part of my ques-
tion without notice as indicating that the
S.E.C. will not appear before the court.

Mr. TAYLOR: I cannot recall it, hav-
ing listened to the tenor of the guestions
in this House. Certainly the Government
early this year asked the State Electricity
Commission not to participate in an action
in the Eastern States. A submission in
a letter was given to the Commonwealth
court in the Eastern States setting out the
Government’s attitude, not that we sup-
ported the application, but that the court
was the proper place to decide the issue
and that the Government would not came
in on one side or the other.
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Mr. O'Nell: The Government is, in fact,
the employer, so it must be involved.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, and we would ap-
pear fo this extent, but we would not
appear in order to state that a group of
workers must be directed to their disad-
vantage.

Mr. Court: But if the State Electricity
Commission is not represented on Friday
the S.0.A. cannot be heard,

Mr. TAYLOR: The answers given in-
dicate the reverse, but I can give an as-
surance that if the S.0.A. cannot appear
in court the State Electricity Commission
would be in court. I repeat that as far
as the question is concerned I am not pre-
pared at this stage to concede that the
answer given was “No.”

Mr. Court: The last point you made has
cleared it up.

The SPEAKER: Grievances noted.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr., Harman, leave of
absence for elght weeks granted to Mr.
Burke (Perth) on the ground of urgent
public business.

BILLS {3): INTRODUCTION
AND FIRST READING

1. Marketing of Lamb Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
H. D. Evans (Minister for Aegricul-
ture), and read a first time.

. Commonwealth Places {(Administra-
tion of Laws) Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
T. D. BEvans (Treasurer), and read

a first time.

3. Iron Ore (Mount Goldsworthy) Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
May (Minister for Mines), and read
a first time.

[ 2]

APPLE AND PEAR INDUSTRY
Inquiry by Select Commilttee: Motion

MR. REID (Blackwood) [5.50 p.m.]l: 1
move—

That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to inquire into and make re-
commendations regarding the apple
and pear industry in Western Aus-
tralia.

This motion is submitted firstly as a direct .

result of a motion carried by the Western
Australian Fruit Growers’ Conference held
recently in Perth., As a matter of fact
the motion was carried by the vast ma-
jority of the growers at that conference.
Secondly, I have much pleasure i{n moving
this motion because I believe it will have
far-reaching, beneficial effects on the
frult-growing industry should it be agreed
to.
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1 might add that for many months it
has been suggested to me that this s
indeed the time for an inquiry into the
fruit industry; but, as a result of my close
connections with the industry, I felt it
would not be the correct thing to conduct
an inguiry unless the bulk of the growers
of the State desired one. I have now
ascertained that it js the desire of the
bulk of the growers,

In order that members might realise the
depth of feeling and concern of members
of the apple and pear industty in Western
Australia, I will read some of the motions
passed at their conference, as follows:—

No. 1.

That steps be taken immediately to
establish a West Australian Apple &
Pear Board. This Board to have statu-
tory powers to acquire and market the
entire crop, if deemed advantageous.
The purpose of such Board shall be to
co-ordinate and control local and ex-
port marketing and to have full power
to take any action it deems advant-
ageous to the industry including limit-
ing production and new plantings and
establishing large co-operatives and
handling and storage facilities,

No. 2:

That all orchards be licensed on an
acreage basis and that any further
planting of apples on new ground be
prohibited for a period of five years by
legislation. Any grower wishing to re-
plant to first remove a similar number
of trees from his present acreage, with
severe penalties for growers not so
doing.

No. 3:

That this Association supports moves
towards obtaining a grubbing grant
for the removal of apple trees.

No. 4:

That the commission of 3¢ cents, as
charged by the Shippers, be reduced to
20 cents.

NO. 4a;

That commission charges be re-

viewed on a sliding scale basis.

No. 5:

. That growers be advised of the cost
involved in packing, and F.O.R. to
F.O.B, prior to the commencement of
the season.

No. 6:

That the regulations re buyers enter-
ing the Markets before sale time be
policed.

No. 7.

That there be an enquiring into the

Crate Hire Service and charges.
All members will readily appreciate the
severe troubles and circumstances being
experienced by thase engaged in the fruit
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Industry in Western Australia. A number
of Press releases recently in the State and
Federal spheres have indicated that the
industry is indeed in dire straits and one
cannot help but feel saddened that this
industry, which is producing some of the
finest products of its kind and type in the
world, is facing its present dilemma. Un-
fortunately, with so many other difficul-
ties and with the tremendous cost spiral
and pressures these days, one wonders just
how much hope any of the primary indus-
tries have of surviving in the future.

Members will agree that the motions I
read which were passed at the growers’ con-
ference indicate the seriousness with which
the growers regard the situation and their
preparedness at this stage to enter into
almost any sort of control which will safe-
guard their livelihood.

In dealing with such a complex industiry
as the fruit industry I must try to be very
explicit and indicate the varying circum-
stances under which the industry operates.
The apple and pear industry in Western
Australia is rather envious of the position
of the wheat industry as outlined for us by
the member for Avon. Recently we in-
spected the facilities of Co-operative Bulk
Handling. We saw the grain being handled
by blowers and augers and dumped in big
ships which hold 10,000,000 bushels. It was
a classic example of what can be done with
an industry when the product is bulk
handled and ne worry exists with regard to
bruising, as is the case in the fruit industry.
As long as the grain conforms to certain
standards regarding moisture no problems
are encountered. Grain is handled much
easier than fruit.

One of the most confusing issues involved
in the fruit industry is the high
degree of preferences particularly with
regard to overseas markets. A high
standard of maintenance is required,
even for markets. Even at the last
moment, just before a sale, virtu-
ally 12 months’ work can be lost
by mismanagement or carelessness. While
members are listening to my request for
an inquiry into the fruit industry I would
a5k them to give due consideration to the
perishability of the praduct.

Before I delve too deeply into the rami-
fications of the industry, it is but fair that
I give a broad outline of the system under
which the industry operates not only in
Western Australia, but in Australia as a
whole. We must remember that only one-
third of the industry’'s output is consumed
locally, the balance being exported, and
when we are dealing with the export side
of the industry we are dealing with a see-
tion which comes under the jurisdiction
of the Australian Apple and Pear Board,
and we must deal with such items
as shipping agreements, about which
we read recently, which are not by any
means always beneficial to Western Aus-
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tralia. Consequently I feel I must, in the
interests of the House, give a brief outline
of the situation.

Firstly, we have what is called the Over-
seas Shipping Representatives Association
which is known as OSRA for short. This
association represents the shipowners oper-
ating from Australia. We also have the
Australian Apple and Pear Board which
has tremendously wide powers, but is cur-
rently using them only in connection with
negotiations for trade and the drawing up
of regulations regarding packaging and
handling.

The Department of Primary Industry
has powers which override those of the
board in connsction with fresh fruit
regulations. We have the Western Aus-
tralian Shippers’ Committee, which is vir-
tually the agent or packing house of West~
ern Australia, This commiitee consists
mainly of persons and firms with a license
to export apples and pears. In Western
Australia 16 licenses are held, 14 of which
are for export to all areas, the other two
involving restricted zones.

The Western Australian Shippers’ Com-
mittee is the next down the ladder of au-
thority, so to speak, within the apple and
pear industry in Western Australia. Follow-
ing on from that body we have the Western
Australian Fruit Growers’ Association
which has no bias, in any shape or form,
towards any political party or trading con-
cern.  The association has been criticised
in the past because of its shortcomings.
Perhaps one of the good points of the
association is that we have built up a trust
fund of approximately $150,000 of grawers’
money. The money primarily is to pro-
tect fruit against diseases and pests. The
Act also provides for administration and
running of the association.

One of the sad points about the associa-
tion, I consider, is that the trust fund
which consists of money freely eontributed
by growers, cannot be used for trading in
any form. Accordingly we will lose invest-
ment of $150,000. The question is: Should
the assoctation underiake trading?

Any member of the House who is not
conversant with the fruit industry pro-
bably feels the picture is confused by the
authorities which overlap in so many
spheres. When there are a number of
overlapping authorities there is a sense of
misdirection within the indusiry and a
degree of hesitancy between authority and
authority. In these circumstances, an
industry does not progress.

A recent crisis revolves around the in-
crease in shipping freights, X should like
briefly to explain the critical situation. The
increases amount to approximately 50c to
54c a bushel. This year the return to the
majority of growers will be in the vicinity
of 85¢ a bushel after packaging and freight
expenses have been deducted. Later on I
shall give an exact breakup of the
charges. PFrom the 85¢ a grower has to
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pack and deliver to the shed. On average,
this costs 30c. He is left with 55¢ which
must cover growing, pDicking, spraying, and
water, apart from paying his day-to-day
living expenses as an orchardist. Members
will quickly see it Is simply not on.

An article appeared in The West Aus-
tralian dated the 30th September, 1971,
under the heading, “Study foreign ideas,
fruit men told.” It reporis the comments
of Mr. Sinclalr, the Minister for Primary
Industry. I would like to read this article
to the House because it is indicative of
the type of thinking we find towards the
industry on a national level. The article
5ay5—-

It was essential for people market-
ing the Australian apple and pear
crop to examine the methods of
handling used in other countries, the
Minister for Primary Industry, Mr.
Sinclair, said today.

He told the House of Representatives
that this was necessary to solve the
immediate problems of the industry.

Mr. Sinclair said that he had talks
in Hobart on Monday with the min-
isters for agriculture from Tasmania,
Western Australia, South Australia
and Victoria.

Some of the difficulties facing Aus-
tralia In competition with New Zea-
land and South Africa had been raised
with producers and with the ministers
at the meeting.

COMMITTEE

A committee under the chairman-
ship of Professor Grant, of the
University of Tasmania, had drawn
attentlon to a number of ways in
which the apple and pear crop could
be marketed.

It had mentioned a federal market-
ing authority and an export authority.

However, these matters were not
just for the Federal Government to
consider. It was also up to the State
Governments to consider their Im-
plications on their own marketing
techniques.

The industry had several matters
before it relating to handling and
loading that should be introduced this
season.

“If the iIndustry introduces them it
will be possible {0 offset the 24 per
cent. increase in freight costs,” he
said.

There was hetter loading rate in
Tasmania than in Melbourne.

The figures for New Zealand were
nearly twice as good again as those in
Tasmania.

“The important thing in compari-
sons is not between States, but be-

tween Australla and other countries,”
he said.
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Obviously in the field of exporting we are
not competing between States but against
the other major fruit producing countries
of the world. I should like to make one
other point before turning to the New
Zealand scheme. Tasmania and Western
Australia share a common problem in the
present crisis. As I said earlier, approxi-
mately 664 per cent. of our entire crop is
exported. Tasmania is less fortunate and
almost the entire crop of that State has
to be disposed of on the export market
overseas, apart from supplying a small
amount to the Eastern States' markets of
Melbourne and Sydney. Hence, two States
in the Commonwealth are faced with a
drastic situation. Other States such as
South Australia, New South Wales, and
perhaps Queensland—not quite so much
Victoria—have traditionally supplied the
home market in the past. Occasionally
they have sent a few hundred thousand
bushels onto the export market but, mostly,
they are not traditionally exporting

Victoria, of course, has very high pear
exports which would rate closely with the
Western Australian apple exports. Vic-
toria’s apple exports are somewhere below
the half-million mark but her pear exports
definitely must be considered in a nation-
wide scheme.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is far
too much audible conversation.

Mr. REID: I shall turn now to the New
Zealand scheme which, as I said, the Min-
ister for Primary Industry has recom-
mended. I would like to read from a report
on the New Zealand fruit industry in the
year 1968 by Mr. W. F. Walker, Chief
Horticulturist, Department of Agriculture,
Tasmania. We in the Commonwealth of
Australia are fortunate indeed to have a
man of such standing as Mr, Walker, He
is regarded as one of the most experienced
and knowledgeable men in the fruit indus-
try and this opinion is held not only
throughout Australla but throughout the
world. He is currently president-elect of
the World Horticuliure Soclety which
meets every flve years. I belleve in three
years' time, when the convention is held
in Melbourne, he will be elected president.
Mr. Walker has made several far-reaching
studies into fruit marketing throughout the
world. Bul as we are in the southern
hemisphere, I prefer to mention his report
of the New Zealand scheme which has
been brought before the notice of the in-
dustry in Australia.

It is unfortunate that not many Minis-
ters from the Government are in the
Chamber.

Mr. Taylor:
ones,

Mr. Gayfer: Flve Ministers! This shows
how interested the Government is in the
fruit industry of Western Australia.

Mr. Taylor: You have the good ones.

You have the important
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Mr. REID: The industry I am discussing
is not as big as meat, wheat, or wool, but
it is important to the areas concerned.
Indeed I hope to show later on that the
income generated from this industry is
most important to people who live in
country towns and perhaps has a far-
reaching effect all over the State.

New Zealand produces approximately
5,500,000 bushels of apples and 1,000,000
bushels of pears. It exports 3,000,000
bushels, loeal consumption accounts for
2,000,000, and processing approximately
500,000, These are the 1968 figures, but I
doubt whether the current figures would
vary greatly. The interesting point to
illustrate is that the industry in New Zea-
land and the indusiry In Western Aus-
tralia are not unlike each other.

The Minister for Primary Industry has
suggested that we should look at the
efficiency of some of owr competitors;
namely, New Zealand and South Africa.
We should certainly look closely at the
operations of the fruit industry in New
Zealand. 1 should like to read from the
report under the heading, “New Zealand
Fruitgrowers’ Federation Limited.” 1t
says—

The New Zealand Fruitgrowers'
Federation is a most impressive
organisation controlled by & represen-
tative Board of growers and managed
by a fully trained business executive.
The Federation has celebrated its 50th
anniversary of activities and a publi-
cation entitled "Pruitful Years” js a
stimulating account of the difficulties
experienced, as well as the achieve-
ments of the New Zesland Fruit In-
dustry from 1916 until 1966. This is
a commendable publication and well
worth any fruitgrower’s time to read.

Some observations have been pre-
pared from the background and his-
tory of this organisation in an attempt
to show how it Is set up and how it
functions In the interests of its mem-
bers, both individually and collectively.

It 1s apparent the Federation was
formed during a difficult period when
growers felt a need for some means
of assistance and to be drawn together
into some kind of a united front.
There seems to be a real desire
amongst pgrowers to help one another
and this has engendered a fine com-
munity and industry spirit. The
Federation’s main responsibility f{s to
render a service to the grower hy
means of a “keen co-operative spirit”.

I do not hold out the assoclation as the
panacea of the industry throughout the
world but, after studying the situation at
depth, I believe it has achieved something
which could be envied by the fruit industry
within Australia. It is perhaps worth
noting that it is allowed to trade which
¢r local association in Western Australia
is precluded from doing. In the year prior
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to the date of this publication the turn-
over was $5,043,682 which was spent in
buying In bulk spray and fertillser re-
quisites for growers at greatly reduced
rates and passing the benefit on to the
growers. I would like to read some points
which concern the trading aspects. First,
I mention that the prime object of the
federation in undertaking trading was to
obtain a fair and competitive price for
the growers. The report states that in
the first year of trading in 1520 the turn-
over was £2,000 and by 1968 the figure was
in excess of $5,000,000, which I have al-
ready mentioned. I{ reads—

The Pederation now has by far the
major business in orchard supplies
and has built up a much appreciated
goodwlll with fruitgrowers on sound
business lines based on service, quality
and price. Many of the materials are
praduced in the Dominion, whilst
those which need to be imported, par-
ticularly spray materials, are tmported
in bulk at very keen prices. The policy
of the Federation has been one price
to every grower, whether big or small,

One cannot blame the Minister for Pri-
mary Industry for perhaps couching his
remarks in such terms when the industry
in Australia approaches him for assistance.
He has told the industry to put its house
in order and follow the lead of some
competitive countries,

This is probably a little unfortunate as
far as the grower is concerned, because he
has been putting his house in order for
many years. Perhaps marketing and dis-
tribution in Australia generally has been
such that anomalies have arisen and have
not been corrected. However, the Minis-
ter is virtually telling us now that unless
the licensed exporters do something the
industry will become extinet. If the
Minister does not intend to help the
growers, who have done everything for so
long, can they possibly hold out while
the exporters, spurred on by the fear of
losing the trade, do something about it?

Mr. H. D. Evans: Would you say this
applles in Tasmania?

Mr. REID: I cannot hear the Minister.

Mr. H. D. Evans: You cannot compare
grower progress in Western Australia with
Tasmania.

Mr. REID: I still cannot hear,

Mr. H. D. Evans: Grower progress in
Tasmania has not been as spectacular as
in Western Australin. I am referring to
progress In reorganising the industry.
goulg you say there are still difficulties

ere?

Mr. REID: In reply to the Ministet's
guestion I say I think we in Western Aus-
tralia are fortunate. The policles adop-
ted in regard to horticultural advice have
been very wise. I think we are favourably
placed and I would like to dwell on that
subject later in my address. As I said
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before, we export 98 per cent. of the
world’'s best apples. Tasmanlia Is less for-
tunate in this regard and lack of action
by some guthorities—difficult actions,
if T may call them that—has allowed this
to continue while we have done something
about it.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. REID: Before the tea suspension
I was discussing the actlvitles of the New
Zealand Apple and Pear Board. To give
members some idea of what takes place
I would like to read some information
relating to composition of the board and
indicate how this organisation works in
New Zealand. I quote—

The Apple and Pear Marketing Act
No. 53 1948 was passed late in 1948
by the New Zealand Parliament. This
legislation enabled the establishment
of the New Zealand Apple and Pear
Marketing Board and made provision
for the acquisition and marketing of
all apples and pears, both locally and
overseas. The Board had power to
fix average prices to be paid in any
season and these prices would be de-
termined by the Minister for Market-
ing in consultation with the New
Zealand  Fruitgrowers’ Federation
within certain Ilimits in accordance
with the declared costs of preduction.

More recent amendment to the Act
in 1967 has increased the membership
and four persons are now nominated
by the Federation, two pther members
by the Government, who, in addition
to their Board responsibilities, will
also represent the interests of con-
sumers. Another amendment is that
the members now elect one of them-
selves as Chairman and another as
Deputy Chalrman, and this is now
similar to the South African De-
ciduous Fruit Board.

It is interesting to examine the composi-
tion of this marketing board in New Zea-
land and to note the strong grower par-
ticipation there is on it. To continue
with my quote—

A Government Enquiry in 1961 into
local marketing of apples and pears
more or less confirmed what has been
known as the “Colman Enquiry” con-
ducted in New Zealand in 1837. The
findings are quoted as follows:—

“It found controlled marketing of
apples and pears had brought a
measure of stability to the industry
with justice to all concerned and this
was well appreciated by those engaged
in it

There is much other valuable informatjon
tn this report on the industry in New
Zealand which I think could be of tre-
mendous value to the committee should
my motion for an inquiry into this indus-
try be successful.
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Turning a little closer t0 home we have,
as I mentioned earlier, the Tasmanian
problem. Tasmania is a State virtually
dependent on the production and sale of
iis apples; it wowld founder and go under
if the apple industry in that State went
out of business,

Because of the economy in the area the
Government of the State is naturally
vitally concerned about all that happens
in that industry. This is probably why all
Government departments have been so
active in the fruit business in the past.

Because of the eritical situation in Tas-
meania which has been felt by the growers
for many years before the current slump
hit the industry in this State many men
have examined the industry in question.
One of those who did this latterly was
Professor Grant of the University of
Tasmania. He conducted & survey into the
fruit industry and I would like to read
part of a summary of his findings and re-
commendations which is as follows:—

The basic problems facing the Tas-
}nanian apple and pear industry stem
Tom;

(a) The high ireight cost to its
main markets.

(b) Increasing costs in all phases
of production, transport and

distribution.
(¢) Increasing competition frem
other couniries producing

apples and pears,

(d) The fragmented nature of the
operation of the Tasmanian
industry.

(e) The lack of any long term
policy or planning with re-
spect both to production and
marketing.

That does not indicate a very good, con-
trolled, and organised industry. I will now
read item four in the summary of findings.
It is as follows:—

The financial effect on growers of
the unfavourable United Kingdom
and European markets in 1970 was
offset, in some degree, by the operation
of importers (and some Licensed Ex-
porters) as speculative buyers. These
buyers must have suffered substantial
losses and their engagement in spe-
culative activities in 1971 is unlikely.

I think it is necessary here to describe
exactly what has happened in the past few
years. Until then a high degree of specula-
tion was entered into by exporters between
the States of Australia and by importers in
the United Kingdom and other markets.
They literally offered the growers a price
and then hopefully gambled with it to make
some profit,
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Unfortunately, because of closer and
more constant pressure from exported
fruits from other countries, this potential
profit making was so had that Western
Australia was the only State in which no
forward selling was undertaken.

From the last two years of operation In
Western Australia we have reached the
stage where no importer in the United
Kingdom is prepared to offer anything but
a very low guaranteed advance. No local
shipper or licensed exporter from the
States, either in Western Australia or
Tasmania, is prepared to take aver the
ownership of the fruit with a view to
buying outright and speculating.

Accordingly I think it is necessary to
examine this change that has come over
the industry. In one way or another the
grower is responsible for his fruit right
down the line,

I would like to read some furiher items
of inierest from Professor Grant’s report.
They are as follows:—

(vi) The formation of a statutory body
to be called the Tasmanian Apple
and Pear Authority which will be
responsible for the co-ordination
of all aspects of the Tasmanian
apple and pear industry.

that the title to all apples and
pears accepted for overseas ex-
port from Tasmania be vested in
the Authority and that such fruit
shall bhecome the absclute pro-
perty of the Authority free from
all encumbrances.

(x) That the Authority undertake the
planning of the future develop-
ment of the industry in order to
co-ordinate the efforts of all par-
ticipants.

It is also envisaged that finance be raised
from the rural credits department of the
Commonwealth. I would remind members
that these are only suggestions from the
Grant report, but they seem to form a
pattern for growers throughout Australia
advocating a need to unite and perhaps
forgo some of their liberties in order to
get some rationalisation into the industry.

(iii)

In 1961—10 years ago--a Royal Com-
mission was appointed to inquire into the
fruit industry in Western Australia. This
commission has been widely criticised as
not achieving very much in the way of
gain for the industry generally. I do not
propose to guote very much from this
report except a little of the evidence that
was given., Things have changed very
much since the 1961 season which was
related purely to a forward selling basis
where the growers sold ocutright and passed
over the ownership of their fruit to their
exporter or importer at the time before
the crop was even picked. Now of course
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this is all changed. The part I would
like {0 quote from the report of the Royal
Commission relates to the apple industry
of 1961 and reads—

A grower in the Bridgetown dls-
trict—
and incidentally that does not refer to
me. To continue—

A grower in the Bridgetown district
propounded a suggestion for the
establishment of a grower-controtled
State Fruit Board of ten members “to
rationalise and stabilise the industry
and reduce and co-ordinate marketing
channels.” Under this suggestion the
Board would completely contrel both
export and local marketing and would
establish representation overseas. It
would utilise the services of existing
packers, merchants and shippers at
remuneration {0 be fixed by {t. It
would be the sole marketing authority
for West Australian apples and respon-
sible for licensing and delicensing
growers, packing shed operators, ship-
pers, merchants and hauliers, each of
whom would have a right of appeal
from the Board’s decisions. It would
arrange for cold, common and/or gas
storage of apples by negotiation with
owners of stores. If would determine
the prices at which apples should be
sold locally both wholesale and retail
and would confer with the Government
as to suitable means of supplying
apples to country centres, using Gov-
ernment transport where practicable,
and road transport licensed by the
Transport Board where the other was
not practicable. In addition it would
have the power to borrow money and
to deal in growers' requisites and pack-
ing materials.

There is a clause which is sitnilar to the
New Zealand scheme, The next item refers
to the judge’s opinion on the situation and
I feel it is worth reading. This is from
Judge Gillesple and it reads as follows:—

To investigate and report upon the
merits of proposals such as these does
not come within the auihority con-
ferred upon me by the terms of refer-
ence of my Commission. Even had
those subjects been within the scope
of enguiry, the proposals, particularly
the latter, are so ambitious and far-
reaching and would effect such funda-
mental changes in the exporting busi-
ness that I should not have been
prepared to make any recommenda-
tions in their favour upon the evidence
given. To investigate matters such as
those, without more, would occupy
one's attention for far more time than
was devoted to them at the hearings
of this Commission, constituting, as
they did, but one of so many phases
of the Industry that were touched upon
or considered. 1 would add, that on
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the material that has been put before
me, T am not persuaded that the causes
of the growers' financial dissatisfaction
cannot be removed except by banishing
private merchants from the industry.

In these two paragraphs I think lies the
reason for the appointment of a Royal
Commission to inquire into the fruit in-
dustry in Western Australia not having the
happy results the growers were expecting.
Basically the growers felt the scope was too
narrow and that the commission examined
purely the local market and one shipper
operator’s actions against another without
really getting to the root of the problem
which was an inquiry into the whole in-
dustry.

How is it possible to look at one section
of the industry without relating this to the
sale, marketing, and disiribution of apples
overseas? The radical and sweeping
changes suggested are those which are to-
day being =advocated by oiher sources
throughout the Southern Hemisphere, be-
cause it is felt that this might be the salva-
tion of the apple and pear industries.
Ironically enough Australia is the only
country which today has no form of organ-
isation along these lines.

Having outlined fairly extensively some
of the proposals suggested for a better in-
dustry in Western Australia I would like
to outline briefly some of the ideas or pro-
posals sugegested by the Western Australian
Shippers' Committee for the coming season.

When dealing with this critical situation
we must remember that we have before us
a freight rate increase of 54¢; and a return
which today is below the cost of production.
We also have a Commonwealth Govern-
ment statement that it will not at the mom-
ent reconsider any funds. Accordingly we
have a stalemate. The Western Australian
Shippers’ Committee is aiming for a com-
plete unitisation and palletisation of the
Western Australian crop for the coming
season.

It is aiming for a turnaround of ship-
ping on the Western Australian coast. It
is also aiming for a three-port loading and
unloading and, if possible, no more than
four. It aims for increased speed of load-
ing, bigger bills of 1ading, more uniformity
in imports, and a general streemlining of
the industry.

At the present time the Apple and Pear
Board is negotiating with overseas ship-
ping lines. It refused the opportunity for
Western Australia {0 negotiate on its own
behalf. My own feeling is that sooner or
later the negotiations must be reopened.
The board’s efforts broke down after four
months of overseas negotiation. So the
board is in a weaker position and when
it reapproaches overseas shipowners it
will find that the freight rate wili not be
lower; if anything, it might be higher than
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the previous offer which lapsed a fort-
night age. I believe the time will soon come
for Western Australia to go it alone in
order to survive in this area.

I feel at this stage it is too early to make
any decision. I am sure every member
of the industry in Western Australia will
want to act within the national interest.
However, when all hope is gone I think
we must look to running the industry
within our own State.

Mr. Rushton: Run it as a separate in-
dustry?

Mr. REID: Yes, a completely separate
industry, This was reguested, and the
board refused. I think the time will come
when this has to be considered as a posi-
tlon of strength when bargaining with
shipowners. We can bargain with ship-
owners who are dropping bananas into
Japan and then coming down here to call
in and pick up our fruit for delivery to
the United Kingdom markets.

However, before making this decision I
think it is necessary to weigh the pros
and cons. We do not want to throw this
away in favour of a short-term benefit
when, in the long term, we may find—as I
think will be the case—that the market-
ing pattern in this State will change and
that, instead of sending 80 per cent. of
our fruit to the United Kingdom market,
the percentage must be reduced and alter-
native markets found. So much for the
Western Australian Shippers’ Committee
operations at the present moment.

I would like now to turnh to the efforts
of growers in the last few years which, I
think, are of some worth. Some three
years ago a group of local growers, realis-
ing that the situation was steadily becom-
ing worse with each passing year, and
knowing that the cost of the export carton
amounted to something like 80¢ a bushel,
formed themselves into a group. At that
time the carton was the only method
available for transporting produce to the
United Kingdom, and it costs close to 80c
for every box of export apples. No in-
dustry can afford to throw away that
amount of money with every box of pro-
duce,

Following the earlier experiments with
bulk fruit from Tasmania, which dated
back as far as 1958 in a limited way, the
growers formed themselves into a group.
I was asctive in the group at the time, but
I have recently had to dissociate myself
from it because of the position I now hold,
We formed ourselves into a group and de-
cided that we would consign our own fruit
because we were unhappy with the results
being obtained from the conventional
method of selling the apple crop. We
decided to use the new method of bulk
transportation and to add to it the bene-
fits of picking from the tree direct into
bins and sorting the apples in a very
simple operation.



1896

This was successful beyond our wildest
dreams; so much so that at first we
thought we were just lucky. The mem-
ber for Narrogin has always chided me
about the doleful manner in which I
have approached the apple industry. How-
ever, I can assure him that there is now
a ray of hope in the fruit industry in this
regard. For three years now we have
been consigning fruit in this way and we
have found that not only is the equivalent
cost per case reduced, but also we receive
an additional benefit because the fruit
out-turns in a far superior manner.

As I sald earlier, apples must have a
high handling requirement and this can
be achieved only with well-watered
orchards and with trees which have been
well tended and well grown, The apple
is taken straight from the tree into the
bin and sorted in a very simple fashion.
Perhaps one could even use a tarpaulin
with a cushion on the back.

After sorting, the apples slide into the
bin and we then spray them with calcium
nitrate for protection against bitter pit
and scald. We take all the necessary pre-
cautions to keep the fruit in the best
possible condition. The {ruit is then in-
spected, the boxes lidded, and shipped
direct at a concession rate, because this Is
a bulk operation, to the United Kingdom.
There the fruit is handled in the large
grower co-operatives.

This year the average return to growers
—and probably some 40 or 50 growers
adopted this type of marketing—Ilooks like
it will be very close to $1.73 net per carton,
This is a vastly different kettle of fish from
the below-cost-of-production price of 85c.
I have here returns in relation to fruit
which was shipped to the United Kingdom
commencing with the Jerwvis Bay, arriving
at Tilbury on the 5th May. The returns
involve several growers and they provide
every detail of the selling season for Aus-
tralian fruit to the 31st July of this year.

Mr. Nalder: Have you the date on which
the apples were loaded in Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. REID: The returns inelude every-
thing—the date of loading, the date of
discharge, the date of sale, and every other
detail including the average net returns
which, as I have already mentioned, are
expected to be very close to $1.73 a bushel.

Mr. Gayfer: Is it sold on an f.a.q. basis?

Mr. REID: This fruit is sent on consign-
ment. direet to the United Kingdom. Bear
in mind that when one ships through a
shipper pool one retains the ownership of
the fruit right through to the end of the
line. However, in this case, the frult is
pooled in a higger pool. If A grower is
operating on direct single consignment he
may if he wishes join with somehody else
and form a pool. Possibly the best method
is to have fruit on five different ships to
the United Kingdom. I think it is inter-
esting to note that the average net return
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from the United Kingdom for a case of
apples is $4.60. One grower might net $3
for a ease, whilst another might net only
80c. My average-—by spreading—was $4.59,

Mr. W. A, Manning: What type of
apples?

Mr. REID: 1 am referring to Granny
Smiths which comprise 93 per cent. of the
exports from Western Australia,

The SPEAKER: I would ask members
who wish to ask questions to speak &
tittle louder because 1t is difficult for
Hansard to hear.

Mr. REID: I would like to illustrate my
point by citing the example of a grower
who consigned 480 bushels in bulk bins
and 498 bushels of apples in conventional
cartons packed in the normal manner on
the same vessel. There are two different
types of bulk bins, and I hope to elaborate
on this a little later. I refer now to the
net return for the bulk fruit. The United
Kingdom net price was $2,241 and the
overseas freight and the Australian cost
—including precooling—amounted to
$1,203, leaving a balance of $1,038, or $2.17
a bushel. Out of that he had to pay the
cost of construction of his bulk bin, which
worked out to 80c a bushel. This gave him
an initial grower's margin of $1.37.

He will receive 46c under the Federal
Government stabilisation scheme, and a
loading rebate of T7c. That rebate is for
the speed of loading vessels throughout the
Commonwealth. He received 20c¢ a bushel
from the sale of his redwood bin. In this
case his bin was made out of dressed
scasoned karri and it is a beautiful bin,
Such bins eommand a resale price in the
United Kingdom. Add all these together,
and we find that he can confidently expect
$2.10 a bushel.

This fruit was picked from the same
orchard, the same grower handied it, and
it was shipped along with the fruit packed
in cartons. With regard to the carton
operation. the net United Kingdom price
was $2,447.25, and overseas freight and
Australian costs amounted to $1,616.20,
leaving a balance of $831.05, or $1.80 a
bushel. The grower concerned owned his
own shed and packed each bushel of fruit
into & cardboard carton which cost $1.20.
So if we take the 3$1.20 from the $1.80 we
are left with a grower's margin of 60c.

He will receive the same Federal Govern-
ment stabilisation scheme payment of 46c
and the same loading rebate of 7e¢, giving
him a total of $1.13. I might mention that
both the Federal Government stabilisation
scheme payment and the loading rebate
have not yet been paid. I think it is inter-
esting to note that both these consign-
ments were shipped on the same vessel and
I would like to draw the attention of mem-
bers to the fact that $2.10 was received in
the case of the bulk fruit, as against $1.13
in the case of the cartoned fruit. This
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surely demonstrates that the bulk fruit
did have a tremendous edge over the other.
Fruit selling for $6 Australian a carton in
the United Kingdom provides a grower
profit of approximately 60c.

I would like to pursue a matter which
I think provides some hope for the indus-
try, and I will quote from a report entitled
Bulk Fruit Shipments 1968 by W. F.
Walker, Chief Horticulturist of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Tasmania. He made
an examination of fruit shipped in dif-
ferent cartons and different types of bins,
orchard handling as against shed handling,
and the economics of the industry. He
also made recommendations, I would like
to read some of his comments in regard to
tmii changes in the retail fruit trade. He
said—

The changing retail trade has re-
sulted in an expansion of fruit sales
through supermarkets and chain
stores and shops. The demand for
freshly sorted produce 1s inereasing.
Some prominent English fruit impor-
ters have been supplying this chang-
ing retail trade for some years and
it was found that their business and
fruit needs were expanding.

Other importers are now exploring
the supply of fruit to meet these re-
tail demands,

There is now a real interest in bulk
fruit supplies in bulk bins, strapped
pallets, strapped crates or any other
means of satisfactory unitisation. Be-
sides the advantages in expediting dis-
charge and movement from the docks,
this class of fruit is required for rapid
pre-sorting, and supply to large super-
markets and chain store establish-
ments.

Mr. Walker then outlined the advantages
of orchard filling bulk bins, stressing the
improved economics and improved quality.
He made a comparison between cartons,
orchard filling bulk bins, and shed filling
bulk bins. Each time that an apple is
handled a superficial bruise is caused.
Because of this our apples command a pre-
mijum price at the overseas destination as
a result of the method we have adopted.

Mr. Walker went on to say—

The cost of construction and main-
taining modern packing house faci-
lities, adequately equipped with grad-
ing and presentation facilities to meet
increasing export standards, involves
considerable expense and particularly
s0 when only used for about 12 weeks
of the year.

We have millions of dollars of capital tied
up in packing houses to handle this trade
during a limited period; and in the United
Kingdom and other countries there are
vast handling and storage facilities which
could be better equipped to handle the
fruit. To prove this point I will refer to
some of the co-operatives which are

1897

operating in the United Kingdom, and I
will mention their capacity. East Kent
Packers have the capacity to handle ap-
proximately 6,000 bushels a day. This
organisation has cool storage capacity for
1,500,000 bushels of fruit, which is half
of the total crop grown in Western Aus-
tralia. The Waveney Apple Growers' Co-
operative has a capacity of 500,000 bushels.
That is the throughput of the grading,
sorting, and marketing division. The Home
Grown Fruit Co-operative which handles
the marketing of a wide range of grower
co-operatives in that country has a turn-
over of between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000
bushels. It has facilities to handle bulk
hins from Australia, and it can put through
a bulk bin in two minutes. It has graders
as long as 210 feet,

Some of the findings in the report I am
referring to prove conclusively that the
superior grading equipment used at the
point of packing is of advantage at the
point of sale, Some of the conciusions
are—

Butk and unitised fruit shipments
wilt provide the initial remedial mea-
sures to the chaos, confusion and inef-
ficilency usually associated with Tas-
manian overseas fruit discharge, The
multiplicity of labels, brands, shipping
numbers, agents and fruit importers
is increasing to an alarming extent and
unless this is arrested there could be
more export marks than there are
growers producing fruit in Tasmania.

The Tasmanian export fruit indus-
try presentiy experiencing economic
stress cannot afford to perpetuate
much longer what now appears to be
o very, if not the most, expensive cost
of presentation, shipping and dis-
tributing fruit on United Kingdem and
European markets,

One of the recommendations is—

The field operation of sorting out
low-grade fruit during the orchard
filling of export bulk bins reguires a
search for new techniques. The
utilisation of small revolving sorting
tables and bin filling devices in the
fleld or headland could be explored.

I regret that at this stage there seems
to be a lack of action by the Department
of Agriculture in Western Australia in
this area, and this is most unfortunate.
In view of the tremendous Interest
that {s shown in 'Tasmania by the
Department of Agriculture, it Is most re-
grettable that similar action has not been
taken by the department in Western Aus-
tralia to undertake a study of all these
operations. As yet nothing in this direc-
tion has been done in this State, and no
reperts have been furnished with the ex-
ception of those dealing with prices and
net returns to growers.

I think this illustrates the confusing
picture of overlapping authority. The
Western Australian Shippers’ Committee
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which holds the export licenses and
handles the distribution and market-
ing of fruit can hardly be expected to
jump with joy at the thought of bulk
handling of fruit, but when the growers
are literally fighting with their backs to
the wall such things should be set aside
and the matter looked at resalistically.

The volume of fruit exports from West-
ern Australia should be of interest to the
House. My comments are based on a
2,000,000-bushel crop. The fruit requires
precooll.ng and this costs 25¢ a bushel;
and 2,000,000 cartons of fruit at 25c ls
equivalent to $500,000. The need for an
inquiry into this industry is evident, in
view of the fact that modern ships can
guarantee that the temperature can be
reduced sufficiently within 24 hours of
loading. However, it seems that it is much
easier to make a rule to apply to every-
body, and so the charge of 25¢ for precool-
ing is retained, and each year it will rise
steadily.

It is interesting to obtain the views of
fruitgrowers who own their own stores. A
third of this charge represents probably
the cost of production, so we find there
is a profit margin in this operation. We
should bear in mind that some of the cool
stores can reduce the temperature to a
sufficient level in 24 hours. 1f one carton
is removed another can replace it, and so
another 25¢ in storage charge is obtained.

The commission rate on a 2,000,000-
bushe! crop represents $600,000. This
vear the commission was increased to 30c
a bushel. For as long as I can remember
the commission has been 20¢ & bushel. We
should bear in mind that some exporters
in the year before the gensral agreement
was arrived at charged 8c a bushel. Based
on a margin of profit of 50 per cent., the
increased cominission of 30¢c a bushel must
be regarded by the growers as more than
excessive, particularly when the growers
do all the spade work and deliver the fruit
to the co-operative for disposal on con-
signment lots.

The packing charge on 2,000,000 bushels
at about $1.35 represents $2,750,000 to
$3,000,000. 1t is generally acknowledged
there is a 20c profit margin on this opera-
tion, so the margin is $400,000.

The cost of a carton is about 80c; and
that of 2,000,000 cartons at 80¢ each totals
$1,600,000. I would point out that the
growers cannot buy the cartons them-
selves; they have to purchase them through
licensed exporters, and this is the
only way they can obtain them. The
licensed exporter charges, probably justi-
fiably, a profit margin of 7 per cent. to
10 per cent. on this deal. If he buys the
cartons early in the season he gets a big-
ger commission, but if he buys them late
in the season he prabably gets a profit
margin of 74 per cent. These figures are
only approximate. However, the growers
canhot obtain the cartons direct, and
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they must pay at the minimum about 7%
per cent. above the cost to the licensed
exporter, and based on 2,000,000 cartons
this margin of profit represents $150,000.
There is a further cost Involved after the
packing operation has been completed and
the cartons have been presented at the
packing shed door ready for delivery f.o.b.

The Western Australian Shippers’ Com-
mittee has quoted a charge of $1.01 for.
or f.ob.; but taking inte account the ex-~
penditure involved in road transport to
Fremantle, precooling, commission, levies
by the State and by the Federal Govern-
ment, and insurance, the cost totals only
88c. 'There is a difference of 13c a bushel;
and on 2,000,000 bushels the difference
represents $260,000.

I am not trying to find any bogles in
these operations, but when we look 4%
the potential profit marging which have
been demonstrated we realise that the
handlers or the licensed exporters have
a potential profit margin of $1,360,000 in
a $6,000,000 exercise.

Let us examine the Egrower’s returns
from exports. As I mentioned earlier this
evening he is left with 85c a bushel: and
2,000,000 bushels at 85¢ each represents
approximately $1,700,000. The grower hasg
to pick the fruit and for this he must
employ pickers, and he has to deliver the
fruit to the shed. This cost averages 30c
a case, and represents $600,000. Then the
costs of pruning, of fertilisers, and irriga-
tion over a 12-months' period have to be
taken into account, and I have conserva-
tively aliowed 50c a bushe!l for this. On
8 2,000,000-bushel crop this cost repre-
sents $1,000,000.

I have assumed that the cost of produc-
tion is 80c a bushel, but I believe it to
be closer to $1 a bushel. Let us assume
it is only 80c; the grower is then left with
about 5¢ a hushel, Based on 2,000,000 at
5S¢ a bushel, the amount left in the growers’
hands is anly $100,000.

I would point cut that the growers gen-
erate wages and employment represent-
ing in excess of $6,000,000, but they end
up with only $100,000. That is the pres-
ent situation. The member for Narrogin
will forgive me for looking very doleful.
The point is that this $100,000 is spread
over 1,700 growers, and averages $560 a
head. The 8100000 remaining with the
growers, when measured with the potential
profitability in excess of $1,000,000, illus-
trates that something is wrong with the
industry, especially when we take into ac-
count the fact that the growers in some
areas can by their own efforts with con-
signment boost their returns.

Mr. Rushton: You have not allowed for
the grower’s investment there.

Mr. REID: I have not allowed for any
of that. With the help of co-operatives
in the United Kingdom, a group of growers
decided to tie in the bulk bin ldea with
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shipping containers. They used a collap-
sible type of bin which fitied into the
shipping containers. These could be
orchard filled. The average capacity of an
overseas shipping container at the present
time is about 426 bushels, and by the use
of certain carton sizes it is possible to fit
in 510 bushels. However, this year it has
been possible to put the equivalent of 575
cartons into each container by using
bins. The bins can be folded up. They
are sent away in refrigerated ships,
and on being unloaded at their destination
they are sent back by ship to Australia for
further use. This is the ultimate method
in the handling of fruit,

Last year representation was made on
behalf of the growers to the Australian
Apple and Pear Board for a trial ship-
ment of these collapsible bins. They re-
quested a placement of 19 ship containers
for the purposes of this trial, but no help
came from the Department of Agriculture
or from any other source. This move was
instigated by the growers. The board said
this did not come within its jurisdiction,
s0 the growers had to approach OSRA.

A letter was sent to OSRA setting out
the beneficial effects of trade In trans-
porting the returnable bins back to Aus-
tralia, OSRA, in its deliberations, declded
it would not create a precedent by dealing
with the growers or groups of growers but
referred the application by the 19 or 20
growers—who had put themselves out on
a limb and entered into tenders for the
construction of the binsg with no guarantee
—back to the shipper’s committee.

The shippers decided this was an indi-
vidual matter and should be dealt with
by each shipper. 'The association, be-
cause it could show no preference to any
particular industry, took ne action. What
a terrible situation. Some shipping com-
panies were most co-operative but others
were not.

We are talking about an industry, and
about an inquiry into the future of that
industry. We want to direct it along a
path which will enable it to0 have a viable
future, We are not leoking for handouts
or an unfair stabilisation scheme. We
want to offer s constructive scheme. Many
people and towns in the south-west areas
of Western Australia are vitally dependent
on the survival of the industry.

Turning to exports, we must realise that
Japan is probably the greatest prize in the
Asian field, not only for our apples and
pears, but for many other productis also.
Unfortunately the Japanese are a little
hard to negotilate with.

Mr. May: How do you mean, hard {o
negotiate with?

Mr. REID: I am referring t{o their re-
quirements, which I will refer to for the
benefit of the Minister. I am referring
to their criteria lald down for the importa-
tion of fruit into Japan. I will quote
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briefly from a letter from the Minister for
Primary Industry which is dated the 13th
Beptember, 1971. It reads as follows:—
Pollowing our discussion, I asked
my department for a report on the
progress achieved Ih securing a sep-
aration in the minds of Japanese
authorities of fruit grown In the West
as opposed to that grown in the rest
of Australia, particularly so far as
quarantine requirements were con-
cerned.

I have a minute from the department
which desls with the matter, but perhaps
I can explain the situation more exped-
itiously by quoting from a reply I received
from the official representative of the
Western Australian Government in Tokyo.
The letter is dated the 6th August, 1971,
and it reads as follows:—

First of all, as our apple season in
W.A, is during the opposite season to
that of Japan, there is no possibility
of there being an over supply of
apples, and in fact the Japanese
Government liberalised apples by re-
moving the restriction on the import
into Japan on lst May this year.

I might add that prior to a year or two
ago only four tons of apples were imported
into Japan, and they came from South
Korea. To continue—

However, the Japanese Government
will not permit the import of apples
from any part of Australia because of
the fact that we have Codling Moth
and Mediterranean Fruit Fly. It has
been pointed out by me and Common-
wealth Officers, as well as officials
from CS.ILR.Q. from time to time,
that we in W.A. do not have Codling
Moth. We have also pointed out to the
Japanese that Queensland which has
the most Codling Moth, is about the
same distance from Perth as London
is to Cairo, or Tokyo is to Manila.
They repeatedly have failed to ac-
knowledge this fact, and continue to
regard Australia from s quarantine
point of view as one country and not
a group of separate States.

I do not think this can be justified fairly
provided we take steps to enforce the quar-
antine laws which are applicable in West-
ern Australia, As members probably
know, no fruit is allowed into Western
Australia for this very reason. However,
the only effective screening we have is in
the form of a few sighs warning people
that they are hreaking the law.

Following 30 years of representation
from the Fruit Growers' Association and
representation from other agricultural
organisations in Western Australia, the
Minister recently announced that a mobile
checkpoint will be established as soon as
possible and that it has a high priority.
I believe we must have this checkpoint if
we are to trade with the Japanese. We
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have to bear in mind that Western Aus-
tralia is the only State in the Common-
wealth which has any hope of dealing
with the Japanese because we do not have
the codling moth. We wiil have to im-
prove our quarantine regulations—which
are law at the moment—to prevent in-
fested fruit from coming into Western
Australia.

Mr. Nalder: The Minister's action fol-
lows what was proposed by the previous
Government.

The SPEAKER: I cannot hear the hon-
ourable member's remarks.

Mr. REID: I will quote some statistics
from the report of the mobile checkpoint
which was established on Eyre Highway
last year as an experiment. If the check-
point was set up a long way from civilisa-
tion it would be fairly difficult f{o get
staff to stay out there. Not many would
be anxious to volunteer for the post. 1
believe the isolation of the area is one of
the reasons a checkpoint has not been set
up already. The statistics I am about to
quote are contained in a leiter received
from the Director of Agriculture, and it
is dated the 12th August, 1971, The total
number of vehicles checked was 2,539. The
vehicles necessitating confiscations totalled
600; actual confiscations, in lots, numbered
874; fruits, nuts, potatoes, onions, and seed
totalled 2,496 lb.; used fruit and potato
containers numbered 71; and plants in soil
numbered 314,

I think those figures demonstrate that
for many years potentially dangerous
materials have been coming into Western
Australia. Personsally, I believe that a
checkpoint, in conjunction with signs
clearly indicating that any offender caught
contravening the Western Australian regu-
lations would sustain a very heavy fine,
will lead t0 a much cleaner environment
in our State as far as the fruit and vege-
table industry is concerned.

The Japanese do net want any infesta-
tion brought into their country, and who
can blame them. The fruit fly investiga-
tion section established in the Department
of Agriculture has come up with some
fairly hopeful signs which show that the
pest can be controlled. PFrom gquestions
asked in the House earlier this session it
would appear to be an insurmountable task
to eradicate fruit fly from our State. The
cost of control to the State at the moment
is $101,000 a year.

One method aof controlling fruit Ay is
the cold sterilisation system. With this
method the {emperature of the fruit is
lowered to 31 degrees for a period of time,
and this kills the fruit fly and the maggots.
However, the Japanese want 1o be abso-
lutely sure, and they have laid down cer-
tain conditions to be met before they are
prepared to negotiate with us. A stipu-
lation is that 10,000 fruit fly, at the health-
iest stage of their life cycle, have to be
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killed by the cold sterilisation proces:
with a 100 per cent. result. The 100 per
cent. result must be achieved three times
in sucecession. Until that is achieved the
Japanese will not be convinced that we
have a worth-while process of eradication.

I might add that cold sterilisation is
now an automatic process. We do not
have codling moth and if we can show that
we can control fruit fly, we have a tre-
mendous potential market available.

In Japan apples sell at the Australian
equivalent of 25¢ to 30c each. That would
probably be too much of a shock for the
average fruit grower after receiving only
85c for a full box of apples. Referring
now to the codling moth outbreak in
Brideetown between 1956 and 1959, the
eradication scheme cost $88,000. The Gav-
ernment contributed $64,000, and the Fruit
Growers’ Trust Fund contributed $24,000

I have devoted most of my time to the
export field because we must export other-
wise we will have a chaotic situation in
Western Australia, We are too far away
from other markets and we do not have
encugh mouths to feed. We are already
eating 1,000,000 cases each year and it is
unlikely that we will be able to generate
enough enthusiasm among our fellow citi-
zens to increase the intake.

Mr. Nalder: Perhaps there is not enough
advertising.

Mr. REID: We have tried advertising
and we spent up to $15,000 in one year.
There is a point beyond which advertising
has no response, and there is a limii
to the volume which can be put on the
market.

At present the Metropolitan Markets
charge 11-1/9 per cent. commission on
fruit. This is one of the problems asso-
ciated with the cost spiral. The ning
members of Fruit and Produce Agents Pty.
Ltd. sell at the percentage I have men-
tioned, and two other market agents sel
at a lower percentage commission. I d¢
not doubt that the agents can justify
theilr commission rate. However, when
the pressure is on growers sell more fruit
direct to the supermarkets. One must ex-
cuse them for trying to get the best out
of a deal. When this is taken to the ex-
treme it progressively lowers the price on
the local market.

Growers are alarmed, after selling theix
fruit at 6c a pound at the markets, to see i
being resecld at between 15¢ and 20¢ @
pound. Again, this is aobviously a resull
of the cost spiral,. We must have the
agents in the market but unfortunately
there is a movement away from the Metro-
politan Market Trust. I know this is caus-
ing concern and the answer is in doubt.

The returnable plastic containers intro-
duced recently appear to have some merit,
but the deposit is between $2.20 and $2.30.
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which is very high. The containers cost
20c to hire for each time they are used.
Despite the cost the system has worked
quite well. The deposit may be necessary
to ensure the safe return of the containers,
However, their use is limited in the south-
west of the State. They will probably be
used with road transport, but otherwise
there is the problem of pilfering.

" During the last season one grower from
Bridgetown sent 95 cases of peaches by rail
to Kewdale. By the time the fruit got to
the market five of the containers had to
be used to top up the rest. They were
probably quite a tasty variety, Pilfering,
of course, is against the law but it does
oceur,

At that time peaches were selling par-
ticularly well and, of course, his loss was
tremendous. He did not send any more
peaches in the containers—and definifely
not again on the railways.

The installation at Kewdale has itself
created an additional problem for the fruit
industry. It is a very impressive opera-
tion and the association of fruitgrowers
has received full co-operation ifrom the
W.AGRE.; but the fzct remains that the
freight from south-west centres to Kew-
dale is the same as the freight from those
centres to the Perth markets. The fruit
must still ke transported from Eewdale,
so there is an additional cost factor. The
carriers are asking 10¢ an article for trans-
port to the market. That is another prob-
lem in the local field.

We have an Apple and Poar Sales Agd-
visory Committee, which I feel is one of
the results of the Royal Commission into
the fruit industry in 1961. The committee
has done a tremendous job since its in-
ception in maintaining quality and size.
In some respects, the fruit industry in
Western Australia is very fortunate because
it is ahead of the industry in the majority
of the Eastern States; bu{ I am convinced
that when the market is virtualiy over-
supplied for economic reasons, no limita-
tion on size or guality will save the in-
dustry from economic ruin, which is the
alternative it faces in the coming season.
Next summer, 3,000,000 bushels of fruit
will be coming onio the market, which
can absorb only 1,000,000 bushels, at the
very best, unless export opportunities are
available.

Ownership of fruit passing through the
Metropolitan Markets is posing another
problem. Fruit-fly infestation is also caus-
ing problems in regard to the legal owner-
ship of the fruit. The quality breakdown
because of growers selling direct to shop-
keepers and bypassing sources of inspec-
tion creates problems and legal disputes
as to the ownership of fruit which does
not meet the standards laid down by the
Apple and Pear Sales Advisory Committee.
These are some of the problems and pres-
sures that are causing increased confusion.
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Processing outlets are emerging as one of
the most important aspects of the industry
in Western Australia but, because of
breakdown of nationwide unanimity
amongst growers in the Eastern States, &
general breakdown oeccurred in the juicing
and pulping prices, and the growers suf-
fered badly. Instead of receiving 1l¢ a
pound net, they received only .5¢ a pound
net, which made processing an uneconomic
proposition. Nevertheless, 12,500 tons—or
625,000 bushels—of fruit were processed at
processing works. The drop of .5¢ a
pound last year hecause of a growers’ price
war between States resulted in a loss of
$125,000 to Western Australian growers—
ia, sum which they could scarcely afford to
ose.

I have taken longer than I intended to
cutline the industry, which is of such
magnitude and complexity that one must
cover the whole course, 50 to speak. I hope
I have demonstrated to the Government
that there is a need for an inquiry to be
made into the apple and pear industry in
Woestern Australia, I hope I have indi-
cated a direction in which the industry
can travel, and I believe that if the right
steps are taken Waestern Australia will
have a viable industry for many years to
come,

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Agriculture) (8.35 p.m.]1: I realise that
the member for Blackwood moved his
motion as a result of a motion moved at
the fruit growers’ conference this year. I
listened with gread interest to what the
honourable member said, and I consider
he covered the wide ramiflcations of the
industry very well. However, there are
several aspects which he did not emphasise
and which I feel should be elaborated.

The member for Blackwood indicated
that a crisis existed in the industry. He
used the word “crisis” on several occasions.
However, I think the immediate crisis is
the one that exists at the Federal level,
which has been given earnest consideration
by the Government in the last few weeks.
Perhaps I can outline what has transpired
and give an indication of the concern that
is felt on this side of the House and the
actions that have been taken and are
currently being negotiated.

The immediate crisis exists on a national
level; it is a problem regarding State and
Federal negotiations, 1 will outline the
events in chronological order. During the
annual conference of the fruitgrowers’
association—at which the motion referred
to by the member for Blackwood was
passed—stirong reference was made to the
increase in freights, and I understand the
industry is adamant that it will not ship
fruit this year under either the present or
the proposed freight structure. This matter
has gone back into the melting pot and the
crisis has emerged even more clearly,
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The 24th September was the date set as
the deadline for acceptance by the Apple
and Pear Board, representing the industry,
of the offer made by the shipowners for
the export of the coming e¢rop. The in-
crease of 24 per cent. which was offered
was not accepted. and the offer was with-
drawn. On the 24th September the ship-
owners formally notifled the industry that
the offer had been withdrawn, with the
result that no arrangements existed for the
export of the coming crop.

As the member for Blackwood said, this
situation is disastrous not only to Western
Australla but also, to a greater degree, to
Tasmania, and the agitation of the Minis-
ter for Agriculture in Tasmania when he
sought an opportunity to discuss the
maiter with the Minister for Primary In-
dustry can be readily understood.

The Minister for Agriculture in Tasmania
notified the other State Ministers of his
action on the 25th September—the
day after the withdrawal of the offer by
the shippers. In order to support the Tas-
manian industry and present the case for
Western Australia, I attended a meeting
in Tasmania on the 28th September at
which the matter was raised and discussed.
It must be remembered that the offer made
by the shipowners had been withdrawn at
that stage.

The member for Blackwood referred to
points that were raised by the Minister for
Primary Industry at that meeting. Per-
haps I could touch on several of the points
and indicate the attitude of the Common-
wealth Government at this very worrying
stage of negotiations to provide opportuni-
ties for the export of fruit from Australia.

It appears that the Apple and Pear
Board—which is the authority in this in-
dustry, and upon which rests the respon-
sibility for negotiating freights, issuing
licenses, and so¢ on—had not been negotiat-
ing with the shipping conference as such.
Some of the members of the conference
had not participated, and it appears that
negotiations had been conducted with a
consortium, which meant that, technically
speaking, the Commonwealth Government
was not in a position to enter into dis-
cussions with anyone other than the con-
ference, which was the constituted body.

I make this point to illustrate the posi-
tion in which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment finds itself. This was one of the
reasons the Commonwealth Government
had difficulty in acceding to the requests
which were made at the meeting in Habert
to which I have referred.

Tasmania put forward a proposition for
increased Commonwealth aid through the
equalisation scheme. The level of aid
sought was 80c a bushel for a total of
7,500,000 bushels. The Minister for Pri-
mary Industry was rather adamant in his
attitude. He indicated that the attitude
of the Commonwealth Government was
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firm-—to say the least—and he said that
ithe industry could not expect any assist-
ance. He was not prepared to recom-
mend assistance until such time as 1im-
provements had been effected in the
performance of the indusiry. On several
occaslons he made the point very strongly
that for six or seven years the industry
had been hounded to uplift its performance
and emulate the figures achieved by
competitors—particularly those in South
Africa, New Zealand, and South America.

The flgures for loading rates in other
areas were demonstrated to be Iar in excess
of what had been achieved in Australian
ports—particulariy in Tasmanila. The
comparisons made by the member for
Blackwood in the New Zealand, Tasmanian,
and Western Australian industries are
valid to a large extent, and his clalm that
Western Australla 1s in advance of the
other States is not without foundation; in
fact, he might even have understated it.

Approximately 80 per cent. of the total
apple exports from this country emanate
from Tasmania. Tasmania is, therefore,
the main source of concern. By compatri-
son, Western Australia exports something
in the order of 20 per cent., and the re-
maining 20 per cent. is exported from the
other States. As the economy of Tasmania
is geared to a large extent to its apple
export industry, that i3 the State about
which the greatest national concern has
been felt. The Minister for Primary
Industry referred to the fact that Tasmania
expects to achleve 30 per cent. unitisation
in the coming year. This is an increase
of 5 per cent. on last year, which indicates
that improvements must be made in wharf
facilities, cocl storage, marshalling and
call-up, and general packaging to a level
approaching that existing in New Zealand
if the industry is to survive the flerce world
competition that exists at the present time.

The Minister went on to indicate that
he would be prepared to reconsider the
case if the industry could put forward
submissions to show that these improve-
ments had been effected. Once that had
been demonstrated the approach to the
Commonwealth could be considered but
until such time this could not be done.
If the improvements were demonstrated,
the industry would be in a position to take
full advantage of the rebates which the
shipping companies had offered.

The Minister claimed that with over-
production in the industry, such as was
experienced here, it was difficult to justify
a direct subsidy in any form. I might add
reference was made te the report to which
the honourable member referred, and the
four alternative marketing authority sug-
gestions which were proposed.

The question of industry finance is prob-
ably more of a worry in other States than
1t is in Western Australia and the prospect
of reconstruction has to be lcoked at.
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It must be remembered that the number
of varieties which are grown in Tasmania
in one sense present quite a difficulty when
it comes to exporting. Some of the varieties
are not popular on the world market and
are not readily saleable. One of the con-
tingencies rajsed by the Minister for Pri-
mary Industry was to the effect that
these undesirable varieties should be re-
worked or removed, and where an orchard
was shown to be not a viable proposition
it should be phased out. He went on to
suggest, too, that the States have to
examine the position with regard to horti-
culfural reconstruction. Once this was
done, a meaningful examination of the
industry could be undertaken and a report
presented to the Federal Government. At
the same time he requested that it was
necessary to have industrial representation
to make a case but there was no sugges-
tlon of the type of representation or the
form it should take. So it can be seen that
on the export level some grave difficulties
exist.

Uponn my return in the middle of that
week there was a meeting of the growers,
the Department of Agriculture, the ship-
pers. and representatives of the Fruit
Growers’ Association. The matter was dis-
cussed at some length and, of course, the
discussion came back to what would neces-
sarily transpire at a Commonwealth level.
It was felt that with nce arrangement
for the export of fruit, something had to
be done very rapidly, and it was felt that
a gquote should be obtained on possible
freights which might be availahle to West-
ern Australia. Perhaps this is undesirakle,
but having regard for the overall situation
where there was nho existing negotiation
and the whole of the Western Australian
fruit industry was in jeopardy, an ap-
proach was made to the Federal Minister
by telegram and by telephone. Before a
reply was received the Apple and Pear
Board made a decision to recpen negotia-
tions with the shipping consortium—the
consortivm and not the conference, as we
know it. t appears as from today that
representatives of the consortium will meet
with a delegation of the Apple and Pear
Board in Europe.

Along with the member for Blackwood,
I fee]l that the shippers, having made one
offer which they withdrew—and incident-
ally they set a deadline to expedite nego-
tiations in the first place—the position has
not improved very greatly, if at all. Prob-
ably the shipowners are now in a stronger
position. Perhaps they will do no maore
than reiterate their previous offer as I feel
any improvement would be unlikely.

‘There has been a subsequent consulta-
tion with the industry, but the period of
waiting has been debnitely detrimental to
Western Australia. One of the vessels has
heen withdrawn from the shipping line
from which a quotation would be possible
so the situation has markedly deieriorated.
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I feel that there is probably no difficulty
or danger in Western Australia examining
the position and even obtaining a quota-
tion to see what could be achieved in an
emergency. Indeed, a request of this kind
has been made and at the same time an
indication was sought as to what period
of negotiation will be permitted by the
Apple and Pear Board. It must be remem-
bered the Apple and Pear Board controls
the situation. If it refuses to allow West-
ern Australia to negotlate, we eannot do so.
However, at thls stage it certainly is not
a negotiation; it 1s just an examination
of the possibility and I feel we are very
strongly disadvantaged here.

That is the overall position with regard
to the fruit situation and the difficulties
that the Industry faces. The provision of
fruit space for the forthcoming crop has
not been made at this time. Time is pass-
ing and as each day goes by our situation
becomes weaker. Therefore, I draw atten-
tlon to the fact that whether we like
it or not we are faced with the problem
of Tasmanian exports. The proposed
negotiations between the Apple and Pear
Board and the consortium are on the
basis that Tasmania will undertake cer-
tain improvements in performance. This
means a lessening of loading and discharge
ports, a limited number of shipping marks,
and that unitisation has to be achieved.
Whether the Tasmanlan industry can ac-
cept these measures, or indeed whether it
can measure up to these requirements be-
fore the negotiations can become meaning-
ful, is not known. From Western Australia's
point of view, the industry has progressed
very considerably to the point where the
shippers are prepared, If necessary, to
guarantee 100 per cent. unitisation for thls
coming crop. I feel we have been placed
in a disadvantageous position which is
not altogether the fault of the State.

To appoint a Select Committee at g
time of urgency, and indeed a time of
emergency, is probably not ideal, as the
member for Blackwood would appreciate.
Although a request has been made to the
Federal Minister seeking his assistance to
expedite some form of negotiation on an
Australian level, or alternatively giving
Western Australia a little more flexibility,
suggestions for any other negotiating or
examining authority are not going to be
eminently successful. The member for
Blackwood made consistent reference to
the prospects of marketing and he drew
aitention specifically to the three reports
from which he gquoted.

These reports indicated recommenda-
tions of one sort or another for a market-
ing authority. I feel this is the right track,
and indeed, if we recall the opening of
the fruit growers' conference, it was indi-
cated that preparatory legislation is in
hand and it could be brought forward
whenever the industry needs it. So if
tighter statutory marketing is required, a
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start has been made in this direction, I
feel this is something the honourable mem-
ber will welcome, as it is one of the as-
pects he felt strongly about. There will
be no suggestion of foisting it on to the
industry without proper examination; but
as was indicated at the conference it is
available, and it will be implemented if
the necessity for it is expressed. How-
ever, &t this stage there has been no
request from the growers or from any
other source. I make that point as it is
germaine in this context, and it is indeed
indicative of one of the areas of agree-
ment with the member for Blackwood on
this very vexed matter. I remind him
there has been no approach in this regard
at this time.

Mr. Reid: I missed the point, I am
sorry. What approach?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: An approach for the
implementation of marketing legislation.
No appreach has been made at this stage,
but the legislation is there if the trends in
the industry indicate that it may be re-
quired in this coming season. Progress has
been made to that extent—that is the
point I am making. Indeed, I thought I
made reference to it ai the opening of the
Fruit Growers’ Association conference.

Mr. Reid: The conference asked for all
the very things I have asked for tonight.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The point I made in
opening the conference was that this legis-
lation had been prepared and was avail-
able when requested by the industry. This
point was made in the opening address,
I think the honourable member will find.

Mr. Reid: You have covered everything
from grubbing grants to restrictions on
planting have you?

Mr. H. D, EVANS. The actual powers
within the authority would have to be
examined and would not be laid down
without consultation. To what extent this
is desirable I hesitate to say without proper
and full discussion, but the working legis-
lation is there in draft form.

Mr. Reid: You can dovetail this into
an export operation if that is required?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Just one moment.
There is a further development which does
affect this State closely. In the last few
days several of the States have sought a
marketing authority on a national level
In itself this means that State legislation
and State policy may have to be modified
to meet the requirements which will be
foreshadowed in any Commonwealth legis-
lation. The approach has been made,
and it is impossible to indicate what will
result from it.

However, it is something we have to be
cognisant of and obviously we would have
to be prepared to accept any proposition
that comes from the Commonwealth. How-
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ever, a firm move has been made along
these lines. What will transpire from it I
cannot say ab present.

Mr. Nalder: The proposal that you sug-
gested would have to be implemented by
the introduction of legislation.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The proposal put to
the Commonwealth has heen for a statu-
tory marketing authority, and I presume
that legislation superimposed on, or super-
seding, the Apple and Pear Board legisla-
tion or other existing Statutes would have
to be implemented. As I have said, at this
Juncture it has only been an approach and
a request,

Mr, Nalder: I am referring to the pro-
posal you mentioned at the apple and pear
conference.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: If such a statutory
authority is to be set up it would require
Commonwealth legislation.

Mr, Nalder: Would it not be advisable
to delay the proposal until the fruitgrowers
i9.re approached to gain their approval of
t?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: That would perhaps
be advisable, but no approach of this kind
has been made. We have taken an initial
move, with the help of a crystal hall, but
we have only got that far.

Mr. W. G. Young: But if a request were
;nade you would be prepared to implement
t?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Yes, 1t would depend
on the industry and the request; but, in
broad principle, we would agree to it. This
is what is in our minds.

I wish to refer also to the points raised
by the member for Blackwood who touched
on several burning issues, He spoke of
the actual cost structure within the in-
dustry itself, and the fizures he quoted
are most comprehensive. Indeed, to say
the least, they are alarming.

The member for Blackwood drew atten-
tion to the commission rates and he spoke
of packaging costs. He also touched on
commission charges, and he had little need
to draw attention to the escalating costs
in the rural industry where diminishing
returns have been the order of the day.
We share his anxiety in this regard.

I must make reference to a further com-
ment that was made about this industry.
The member for Blackwood mentioned
the Royal Commission that was held in
1961. However, we were so concerned with
the apple and pear industry, that in 1968
there was a move by the then Opposition
for a Royal Commission {o be appointed to
inquire into the rural industries in the
south-west, and the apple and pear in-
dustry was specified. That request was
rejected at that time. My colleague, the
member for Collie, and I drew attention
to a good number of points not unlike
those raised by the member for Blackwood.
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At that time the proposition was re-
jected on the basis that the situation was
fully appreciafed and understood. How-
ever, the same situation still seems to be
with us.

Mr. W. A. Manning: But that did not
apply to the apple and pear industry only;
it included everything you could think of.

Mr. H. D, EVANS: It covered four as-
pects, but the apple and pear industry was
emphasised by the member for Collie. I
can recail the Leader of the Opposition
making his point very firmly by way of
interjection; that is, he could see absoluiely
no value in & Royal Commission being
appointed. He said that everything that
needed to be known was already known.
However, that was in 1968, but nothing
was done.

QOur concern regarding the industry still
remains, but I draw attention to the es-
sential point that exists at the moment.
We are not belittling or disregarding the
problems that face the apple and pear
industry, These are appreciated by us,
but at present we are confronted with a
Commonwealth situation whereby there
does not exist provision for the export of
the 1971-72 crop. To say the least, this
is disastrous.

It is purely a matter of supposition, but
if the freights that were determined in
the initial offer of the shipping consortium
remain at the same figure, we can expect
that growers In Western Australia will not
accept them. If this is the freight that
is to be retained, and if thls offer is re-
peated T do not know what will happen
in Tasmania, Western Australia does
stand a chance of benefiting from the
rebates offered by the shipping companies,
but until such time as we get some Indi-
catlon of what freights are available no
further planning can be done. This is the
major difficulty.

There are possibilities of further econo-
mies being effected and these could oceur
at the port of discharge where up to 10c
or 12¢ a bushel can be saved—so I am in-
formed—by the shippers. However, it re-
quires a considerable amount of organisa-
tion. It requires loading directly into the
conveyor at the wharfside and straight
into the packing processing operation of
the distributor. Until the full details re-
lating to freights are understood, no fur-
ther planning or negotiation can be made
for savings in this regard.

Western Australin is In the position—
indeed it has shown it can do so—to
unitise virtually the entire crop. It is pre-
pared to load from any two or three ports.
This would be one of the requirements of
the shippers and this Sfate would be
limited to a two-port discharge.

There are other conditions in regard
to loading marks; shipping en bloc, etc.,
hut these cannot be effected at the moment,
because we do not know where we are
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going, and despite the urgency with which
we have approached the problem this is
the position in which we are still placed.
I would point out that special visits have
been made to the Eastern States on this
very point. There has been almost daily
contact with the Eastern States for about
a fortnight. We are still holding to the
decision on which the Apple and Pear
Board is still negotiating.

Since the conference, a minute has gone
forward suggesting the formatlon of an
industry committee to deal with marketing
and policy as was done with the meat in-
dustry. The indusiry will be fully repre-
sented on that committee and it will be
an approach to gain some guidance and
direction.

This committee will be working with
other industries and there is every indica-
tion it will work with the apple and pear
industry, It could bring about co-opera-
tion and harmony between the shippers
and the growers and with the Department
of Agriculture. I have every confidence
that in Western Australia, where the lead
has been taken for improvements to be
made in the industry, further achieve-
ments can be made.

I respect the view of the member for
Blackwood, and I respect, too, the great
personal knowledge he hrings to the House
on this matter. He has elaborated on the
difficulties that are faced by the industry
and the situation in which it is piaced.
Indeed, he has given a very good resume
of what is happening in the industry at
present. 1 point out to him, however, that
his suggestions would be far too cumber-
some to meet the situation witii which we
are faced at the moment. Because of the
emergency we are faced with at present,
I believe the proper course 15 to reject the
motion the honourable member has put
forward and proceed along the Iines I have
indicated.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Thompson.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1, Administration Act Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with
an amendment.

2. Property Law Act Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with
an amendment.

3. Wills Act Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Couneil with
an amendment,

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING
1. Ad]gg};ion of Children Act Amendment

2. Property Law Act Amendment Rill
(No. 2).
Bills received from the Council; and,
on motions by Mr. T. D. Evans
(Treasurer), read a first time.
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ELECTRICITY SUPFPLIES
Increased Charpges: Motion

MR. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
pm.l: I move—

That this House condemns the Gov-
ernment on its decision to--

(1) Increase electricity charges hy
21% to metropolitan consum-
ers.

I should have used the word “household-
ers” instead of “consumers,” and I would
ask members to keep this in mind.

Mr. McIver: We had this last night.

Mr, HUTCHINSON: We have not had
what I am going to say.

Sir David Brand: You might get it to-
morrow, too.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: My motlon con-
tinues—

(2) Increase by 20% fixed charges
for metropolitan and country
householders.

(3) Make substantial increased
charges to Industry and com-
merce throughout the State.

The people of the State have been fooled
by the Government and the Premier—

Mr. Mclver: For 12 years.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: —because they
were led to believe, as a result of well-pub-
licised statements made prior to the 20th
February, that the Labor Party’s pre-
election promises could be implemented
without recourse to extra taxation or
charges, But what happened? In a few
months of office the Government has bla-
tantly imposed more punitive taxation
than we have ever known in such a perlod
of time,.

The taxation and fiscal measures range
widely throughout the whole of the State,
and particularly in the matter of the
outrageous electricity charge increases
the people have been fooled over and over
again., Apart from the aspect of broken
election promises, the Leader of the Gov-
ernment, when In Opposition made it
aghbundantly clear to the people that he was
opposed to large profits being made by the
State Electricity Commission. Indeed, he
was opposed not only to large profits, but
to any profits being made.

Mr, T. D. Evans: No profits will be made
by the S.E.C.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I intend to quote
from Hansard to indicate how the present
Premier has somerszulted in his views to
an extent which makes fools of the people;
and it is time the people appreciated this.
When Leader of the Opposition the Prem-
jer also sald that the commission should
not be used as a taxing machine for cap-
ftal works; and he expressed these views
over and over again in his usuai reiterative
fashion.

{9.15
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Mr. T. D. Evans: Would you agree with
him?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: As in the case of
the Government's pre-election promises
which I mentioned first, the Premier and
the Government led the people io believe
that they hotly opposed the very action
the Premier announced publicly will be
taken on the ist November; that is, in-
creased electricity charges for the purpgse
of capital works, amongst other things. A
direct and amazing somersault, How cyn-
ical can you get, and how long can the
people be fooled!

Mr. T. D, Evans: Nevetheless, it Is an
exercise with which you agree?

Mr. O'Neil: It is an exercise in somer-
saulting.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: No Government
actlon as bad as this has ever been taken
during my experience and the people
sheuld know the enormity of this offence.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You have a preity
bad memory then.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Let it be noted that
I repeat those words.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That does not make
any difference. You have a bad memory,
hut T will refresh it later.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Lest there be any
doubt about this, let us read what was
sald on Wednesday, the 30th October,
1968. On page 2351 of Hansard, Mr. J. T.
Tonkin is reported as having sajid—

Another aspect of Government pol-
iey with which we find ourselves in
disagreement, is the poilecy which has
grown up and developed under this
Government of charging present con-
sumers for depreciation on existing
works and capital expenditure on
future works. Take the State Electric-
ity Commission, with a profit last year
exceeding $4,000,000; that money was
ralsed dellberately in that way for the
purpose of financing new works.
Therefore, In addition to paying the
cost of the generation of current which
they use, and depreciation on the cap-
ital works which generates that cur-
rent, the present consumers are bhe-
ing asked to pay for capital works
which will benefit future consumers.

He goes on to say—

We find this all along the line—in-
creased charges in order to get addi-
tional revenue so that the money can
finance forward capital expendi-
ture . . .

He then repeats some of the words I have
just read. The following year Mr. J. T.
Tonkin, the then Leader of the Opposition,
said much the same thing on the 21st
October. On page 1669 he says in brief that
the State Electricity Commission is being
used as a taxing mechine in order te ob-
tain revenue for the purpose of carrying
out capital works.
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It is interesting to nofe that the then
Premier (Sir David Brand) interiected
and said—

If there were a change of Govern-
ment, would you cut out this profit-
making?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin replied—
I would cut it down substantially.

I repeat that he said—
I would cut it down substantially.

Mr. Jamieson: He did not take the action
your Government took.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: We see now that
the result of his action is that the people
have been fooled, These are public state-
ments I have read, and they led the people
to believe one thing and fo vote one way;
but the people were fooled hecause the
Government has done exactly the opposite.
It has not just gone along with the same
charges for electricity to make a healthy
profit in the normal way. It has raised
electricity charges in the terms indicated
in my motion.

As I said. how cynical can you get!
What a blatant disregard for the people
themselves!

Only recently I returned from an over-
seas trip, and very quickly became aware of
the rapldly-mounting public alarm regard-
ing the Government's taxing and fiscal
measures. Now the savage increase In
electricity charges follows those heavy
imposts already mentioned—50 per cent.
for honspital charges, 25 per cent. average
for water rates—

¢ The SPEAKER: I would not drift too
ar.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I do not want to
offend you, Sir, but these high charges,
together with the Budget increases which
had already been made, represent a final
blow for the people who ecannot properly
bear them.

The SPEAKER: The member was float-
ing away.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It is the responsi-
hility of the Opposition to try to Inform
the people of how they have been fooled
on the fwo particular points I mentioned
at the outset. Tt is completely necessary
to list those other items I mentioned—
hospital increases, water rate increases,
stamp tax increases, and the like. The
reason they should be mentioned is that
without those first charges being made it
is conceivable the Government might have
heen able to explain the necessity for some
increases. I say “might," because when
the Premier was Leader of the Opposition
he explained timme and time again that the
then Government was operating wrongly
by allowing the commission to make a
profit and use the excess money on capital
works.
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How he hotly opposed that action and
yet, within the space of a few weeks, he
has adopfed that policy. That must be
combined with the fact that he said prior
to the election that no increased charges
would be made or extra taxation imposed
in order to finance his promises. In actual
fact, T suppose this is just another broken
promise which can be laughed at and
shrugged off in the hope that it will be
forgotten in 2% years’ time. I am sure the
peaple will not forget this host of charges
and that the Government has miscalcu-
lated if it thinks they will. This Govern-
ment has proved to be a tax-mad, money~
hungry Government.

Mr, T. D. Evans: Capital hungry.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The 21 per cent.
increase which was imposed on metro-
politan householders is a disastrous in-
crease for people who already have o bear
a heavy burden of taxation. The 20 per
cent. Increase in fixed charges for meiro-
politan and ecountry householders will not
have the same financial impact on people;
but, nevertheless, it is another impost on
people who are already overburdened,

To complete the picture across the board,
the increases imposed on Industry and
commerce, besides having a direct impact
on industry and commerce will be also
an indirect taxation on the people becase
without doubt many industries and sec-
tors of commerce will be forced fo pass
on these increased costs.

I understand that the Western Aus-
traliuir Chamber o©of Manufactures has
issued a Press release in which, among
other things, it expresses great concern at
the extent of the impact of these Increased
power costs on manufacturing industries.
The acting president of the chamber as-
sessed that the local manufacturing indus-
try will have to meet additional costs
of approximately 18 to 20 per cent. based
on 1970-71 charges. It was the chamber’s
estimate that the additlonal sum of money
fnvolved to he charged to Industry would
approximate $3,000,000 per annum. The
report goes on to state—

With this staggering increase it 1s
obvious that manufacturers face an
immediate and substantial escalation
of their costs of production, much of
which will have to be passed on to
the econsumer, thus adding to the In-
flationary trends which already exist.

I wish to make another point. It should
not be thought by anybody that the amount
nf money the State Is to recefve this vear
is a small one. Not for one moment must
this be thought. As I understand it the
State will receive $57,000,000 additional
to the revenue received during the pre-
vious financial year. I ask members to
contemplate the sum of an additional
$57,000,000 on top of the revenue received
last year.
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Mr. A. R, Tonkin: What is that in real
terms per head of population?

Mr. Court: It is the highest single in-
crease in the history of this State.

Mr. A, R, Tonkin: What is it in rea}
terms?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Much of this sum,
although not the whole amount, will be
raised within the boundaries of Western
Australia. Do members know how much
will be ralsed within the State? The
answer is $51,000,000,

Mr. Hartrey: Who is giving anything for
nothing?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Of this sum I would
say approximately $28,000,000 is additional
direct taxation. This gives us reason to
pause to consider whether sharp increases
all along the line right throughout the
State are necessary in an economy which
cannot sustain them. ‘The most important
consequence of the savage increases will
be an inflationary spiral which will be even
more difficult to check. Apart from the
fact that the Government has fooled the
people—and fooled them eynically and
blatanily indeed—the actions of this Gov-
ernment in the short time it has been in
office will have a tremendous financial
impact on the people and the economy of
this State.

I shall refer to another aspect of elec-
tricity charges. Perhaps not a great deal
of money is jnvolved individually, but the
matter is causing considerable public in-
terest; I simply refer to the electricity
bills which people must pay. Today. in
ancther place, The Hon. Clive Griffiths
asked a series of questions of the Leader
of the House. Amongst others, this is
the critical question he asked—

How is it anticipated that the new
rate will be applied from the 1st No-
vember?

The answer is—

The new tariff will be charged on
all meters read on and after the 1st
November. This is the principle which
was adopted when tariffs were reduced.

What does that mean? It means, for
example that on any meter which is read
on the 1st November, an Individual will
not be charged at rates which exist at the
present time, but charged at the increased
rate retrospectively for the previous
quarter. The people will have to meet a
retrospective payment. May I ask the
Minister for Electricity whether that is
correct?

Mr. Jamieson: Yes. I suggest the hon-
ourable member should read the answer
further and he will find whether it Is
correct or not.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am asking whether
my summation is correct; whether people
will have to pay the new rate retrospec-
tively.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Jamieson; If the honourable mem-
ber reads the rest he will be aware that is
the situation. Nothing is lost. When
rates are reduced the same thing happens.

Mr. Court: When there is a change of
Government,

Mr. Jamieson: This has applied in the
past and it is clear in the reply. If the
member for Cottesloe had not tried to
fogl the House he would have given the
whole answer.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have given 1t,
Mr. Jamieson: No you have not.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: We have established
the principle by the answer given to the
question asked by The Hon. Clive
Griffiths. All I wanted to do was extract
the answer from the Minister and this
has been given reluctantly.

Mr. Jamieson: There was no reluctance
about it at all. The answer to that ques-
tion was freely given and the member for
Cottesloe knows that.

Mr. May: How was it that the member
for Cottesloe did not ask the question?
Didn’t he think about it?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: We discussed the
question.

Mr., May: You got it asked in another
House.

Mr. Bickerton: Is the member for Cot-
tesloe in order in discussing during the
current session of Parllament a matter
which has been dealt with in another place?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister for
Electricity said I did not give the full
answer. He is not telling the truth. I will
read the answer again. It says—

The new tariff will be charged on
all meters read on and after the lst
November. ‘This is the principle which
;.fas dadopt.ed when tariffs were re-

uced.

Mr. May: It is strange a question like
this was asked in another place.

Mr. BUTCHINSON: The Minister for
Electricity said I did not read it out. How-
ever, it does not matter to me whether that
was the principle that applied when tariffs
were reduced.

Mr, Jamieson: Of course it does not.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It does not matter
one scrap.

Mr. Jamieson: It does not suit your argu-
ment.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Obviously it means
something different to the Minister for
Electricity and all his colleagues who are
ranged on that side, but it means a great
deal to the Opposition.

Mr. May: It doesn't make much differ-
ence to the former Minister for Electricity.
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Mr. HUTCHINSON: A retirospective
payment will be expected of the people,
but the Government sald the new rates
would apply from the lst November. 1Is
that fair? 1 say it Is not falr at all,

Mr. Jamieson: How would you apply it?
Would it be three months hence from the
1st November?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: 1 wil]l tell the Min-
ister. We would have had an equation
made,

Mr. Jamieson: An egquation!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: What is wrong with
that? It has been done before in Gov-
ernment, circles, It Is certainly the method
a responsible Government would have
adopted.

Mr, Jamieson: You are reflecting on the
commission, not on the Government.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It is obvious the
Government has not given sufficient care
and attention to the problem. I guarantee
if it has the opportunity it will do so next
time.

Mr, Jamieson: No sirree!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Government is
just too money-hungry and wants this
money straightaway without considering
the people.

Mr. Rushton: It is a laughing matter
for the Government,

Mr. Court: Which Minister for Electri-
city are we speaking to?

Mr. May: The member for Cottesloe
should have waited untll he had been back
for a couple of weeks.

Mr. Jamieson: Until his feet were on the
ground,

Mr. HUTCHINSON: 1 say this Govern-
ment stands condemned for the action it
has taken in fooling the people on this and
all other counts.

Mr. Bickerton: You fooled them for 12
YEars.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I can tell this is
getting home to the Government bhecause
of the attitude it is taking to the debate.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont—Minister for
Electricity) [940 pm.]: I run the risk
of defending the electricity portfolio for
the last time but nevertheless I intend to
defend it. I do so because I believe that
the member for Cottesloe has cast a reflec-
tion not on the Government of this State
but on the loyal people who work for the
State Electricity Commission,

Mr. Hutchinson: What a lot of nonsense.

Mr. Rushton: It is the Government's
responsibility.
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Mr. JAMIESON: Wait one moment! Who
are biting now? The line has been cast
and it 15 obvious there are many fish gbout.

Mr. Brown: Sharks.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, sharks, and with
big mouths. I, too, shall ask a question
because the member for Cottesloe should
know the answer. How much did his Gov-
ernment make available to the State Elec-
tricity Commission last year in General
Loan Funds?

Mr. Hutchinson: That has nothing to do
with it.

Mr., JAMIESON: That has everyihing
to do with it. How much was 1t? The
honourable member claims to know all
about this, and he should have some idea
of the answer. How much was made
available?

Mr. Hutchinson: This has nothing to do
with it.

Mr. JAMIESON: The honourable member
dees not have a clue. Not one cent was
magde available in General Loan Funds.

Mr. Brady: Shame!

Mr. JAMIESON: In conseguence its
financial position—

S8ir David Brand; What odds?

Mr. JAMIESON: —has deteriorated in
that all the capital it has accumulated—
through excess profits or whatever; the
Premier can fight his own battles on this
if he wishes—was not growing as it should
have grown had the previous Government
played along with the commission.

Mr. Hutchinson: The Minister knew this
before the election.

Mr. JAMIESON: No, before the elections
we did not know the capital commitments.

Mr. Hutchinson: What about the esti-
mates?

Mr. JAMIESON: Never mind about the
estimates. We did not know the capital
commitments of the State Electricity Com-
mission at the time, but we certainly know
now what the commission is up for. The
commission must have money to function
and provide e service for the people in the
future,

Despite the cryings of the honourable
member, we are not badly off. I do not
know whether he has checked it out when
he talks of the considerable rates that are
to be imposed. We must bear in mind that
the take-home wage in the State is, on
average, fairly high. By comparison with
the charges In the Eastern States we are
not badly off.

The member for Cottesloe ventured a
lttle into water rates, but I know you
would not permit me, Mr. Depuly Speaker,
to touch on this subject, although I know
we are better off under the present circum-
stances than people in other States.
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Mr, Rushton: They must be following a
good Government.

Mr. JAMIESON: We are still better oif.
I have some of the comparative rates
charged in each State. These rates have
not been fairly or clearly stated and should
be available to members of this House. The
figures refer to a small consumer who
would use 50 units a month for lighting.
Pensioners would probably eome into this
category. Allowing the all-in cost together
with the basic rate and the amount of
$1.20 a quarter which represents 40c a
month, the actual cost per unif would be
3.1c. Let us look at the figures for the same
group in other States—

Cost
State per unit
South Australia 3.5¢c
Victoria 4.15¢
New South Wales—-—Metro-
politan Area . 3.62¢
Country 4 46¢
Queensland — Metropolitan
Area .. 3.83c
Country 5.54¢

That is the smallest consumer and the one
llable to be hit the worst, because there are
many of them in the community. The sit-
uation which wiill apply under the State
Electricity Commission’s new amended
rates is better than the situation which
applles in any other State. It is true the
situation changes slghtly when we come
to some of the larger cobsumers. I shall
use the highest figure—500 units a month
—as my lustration. Under all-in costs per
unit in this State the cost would be 2.38¢c a
unit, Now let us look at the other States—

Cost

State per unit
South Australia 1.76c
Victoria . 2.2%¢
New South Wales—Metro-

politan Area 2.22¢

Country . 2.15¢
Queensland — Metropoli-

tan Area . . 2.00¢

Country 2.94¢c

So again on the average it is & very com-
parable figure with any of the other States.
It must be borne in mind that Queensland
has on-site coal, which goes to the produc-
tion of eleetricity without having to use
oil or other fuel, On-site supplies of
fuel would be relatively cheaper.

I think that gives an example of the
charges in respect of the domestic con-
sumers. I would lke to give a few
examples of the charges apnplicable to
commercial consumers in varlous States.
This is based on monthly consumptions
and we will start off with a lower one in
the commercial range. This would he
applicable to smail offices such as we find
in the metropolitan area of Perth and in
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the country. The figures for Western
flustralia and the other States are as fol-
OWS:—

Cost

State per unit
Western Australia . 4.6c
South Australia 5.24¢
Victoria . 6.43¢c
New South Wales——

Metropolitan arsa 415¢

Country . 4.35¢
Queensland—

Metropolitan area 6.32¢

Country . T7.26¢

Mr. W. A, Manning: What. consumptlon
is thai based on?

Mr., JAMIESON: This is based on 100
units a month. What I am referring to
here would be small offices using such
things as lighting and perhaps an elec-
tric typewriter.

When we go to the high bracket—that
is, 20,000 units amonth—we find the
fileures are as follows:—

Cost

State per unit
Western Australia—

Metropolitan area 2,89¢

Country 286lc
South Australia 2.58¢
Vietoria 2.89¢
New South Wales—

Metropolitan area 3.02¢

Country . 2.88¢c
Queensiand—

Metropolitan area 3.49¢

Country . 3.54¢

It will be seen that the V:ctouan rate is
the same as our metropolitan rate. Our
charges are very comparable, even after
the rises.

Let us look at the industrial eonsumers,
because much stress has been laid on the
figures applicable to industry. Of course,
industry is always concerned with the
built-in cost of the price of electricity.
The Government is also concerned but it
has to face this problem when it has a
recommendation from the State Electri-
city Commission in respect of these mat-
ters. A very small industrial call would
be 300 units & month, and these are the
applicable figtres—

Cost

State per unit
Westorn Australia—

Metropolitan area 3.4lc

Country ] 3.67¢
South Australia 3.86c
Vietaria 4.69¢c
New South Wales—

Metropolitan area 3.7%

Country 3.90¢
Quesnsland-—

Metropo'itan ares 4.23c¢

Country 5.59¢

At the top end of the industrial scale, we
have the consumer who tuses 10,000,000
units a month. There probably will not
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be many of these but this gives an example
of what top-line industry will be paying.
These figures are as follows:—

Cost
State per unit
Western Australia— .
Metropolitan area 1,099¢
Country . 1.089¢
South Australla 1.16¢c
. Victoria 1.17¢
New South Wales— .
Metropolitan . ares 1.42¢
Country .. 1.56¢
Queensland— - "
Metropolitan area . 1.25¢ .
Country 11lc

It will be seen if there was an attrwctlon
in the charges for eleciricity, Western
Australia would win hands dowh—even
with the increase in price.

Mr. Court; But they have same special
rates for hig industry. .

Mr. JAMIESON: I know they have con-
tracted rates angd these may work out
cheaper where a very high c¢onsumption
is involved. These aré not appljcable in
all States as the honounrable member
would know. To my knowledge they apply
in only two States.

Looking at these ratfes 1t seems to me
that the proposals made hy. the State El-
ectricity Commission are reasonable. The
people on this commission are not fools;
t‘l?ey are there to represent the commun-
Iy

AMembers are well aware that Mr. John
Parker is the chairmen of the aommis-
sion. For many years Mr. Parker was the
senior engineer with the Public Works
Department and director of engineering
before he joined the BState Eleetricify
Commission. Mr. Donald Munro is the de~
puty chairman and he is the director of
engineering of the Public Works Depart-
ment at the present time. Stephen
Knight, the country consumers' represen-
tative, Bruce MacKinlay, the commercial
consumers’ representative, Eric Stephens,
ancther country conswmers’ representa-
tive, and John Reed, the employees’ repre-
sentative--

Mr. Hutchinson: Are you trying to dis-
sociate yourself and the Government
from the action which was taken?

Mr. JAMIESON: I am not trying to dis-
sociate myself or the Government. I am
making a point. I would ask the honour-
able member to pay attention to the
members of the commission. Another
member is Kenneth Birks, deputy for the
Under Treasurer, and the last one is Roy
Liddell, metropolitan consumers’ repre-
sentative, These men sat as a commission
and brought down a recommendation to
the Government, The minutes were sup-
plied to me quite readily, there was no
objection to my seeing them. The Gov-
ernment was very loath to go along with
the proposition because it does not like
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increasing c¢harges any more than other
Governments do.- However, faced with the
expenditure in the future and the inform-
ation supplied by the commission, the
Government realised this step was neces-
sgry. This is an estimate of future capital
expenditure up to 1975-76—

1971-72 $38,400,000
1972-73 $33,750,000
1973-14 $44,400,000
1974-75 $45,600,000
1975-76 $49,500,000

If the allocation of funds from semi-
governmental Ioans remsains at the present
levels, it is assessed that revenue from
current tariffs and from other sources of
internal funds would leave a shortfall in
each financial year as follows:—

197172 i $9,960,000
L1923 " $17,100,000
1973-74 . $16,700,000
1974-75 - . $18,800,000
1975-78 $19,560,000

With this explanamon it appears e me to
he reasonable that the commission did
take action and recommend to the Gov-
ernment that it agrees to the proposals
put forward,

I see, no method of overcoming ithis
Troposition other thanh' to find further
motey from Federal spheres, The editori-
Bls, even in The West Austrolian, have
been’ very sympathetic towards us on this
issue. - The editors obvipusly realise that
a shortfall. in funds for capital expendi-
ture from loan sources musi be recompen-
sed fram slsewhere. Whilst it is unfortun-
ate that preseni-day consumers must fin-
ance future operations, as it were, {here is
no other method available at the present
time, We ‘have -exhausted the possibility of
other funds and, therefore, it seems to me
to he_ a bit ludicrous that the House should
condemn the Government for taking action
to supply people who want to come - on
load as -soon as possible.

Mr. Hutchinson: Didn’t you have regard
in Cabinet for what the Premier said when
he was Leader of the Opposition?

Mr. JAMIESON: We had regard for
what the Premier said when he was Leader
of the Opposition and, as always, he made
his statements to Cabihet Ministers around
the Cabhinet table just as would have been
done when the member for Cotiesloe was
a member of the Cabinet. He knows very
well the procedure which takes place and
that ultimately Cabinet arrives at a
unanimous result.

For the information of the Hause, the
commission finds that it has to provide
an increase in output of 13 per cent.
compounding per annum. I think the
sales of electricity have increased from
1,120,000,000 units in 1966 to 2,086,000,000
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units in 1971, which to my mind is a most
remarkable increase having due regard
for the fact that the system has to keep
up with the growing pains of & community
which has developed as much as ours has
in the past few years.

The money which is essential to provide
for long-ferm hasis contracts which must
be entered into for equipment must be
available now or when the payments are
due. We cannot order equipment without
showing the companijes concerned some
sort of finsnce. The companies are not
able to carry our contracts forward. We
have to order some five years ahead and
they expect payments durlng that period
and, as a consequence, the money must
be found now and not In the future.

We have a requirement to expend—as all
Governments have—additional moneys for
hospitals, schools, and other public utili-
tles and as a result, despite the fact that
the Treasury weas prevailed upon to make
a considerable allocation from loan funds,
it was able to make an allocation of only
$3,200,000 on this occaslon, As members
know, that left a considerable shortfall and
the 8.E.C. was left with no alternative
but to recommend to the Government
that action be taken to increase certain
fees and rates.

The reference made to the increase in
the fixed charge seems to me to be g little
overstated because the fixed charge of §1
per consumer per quarter was imposed a
numbher of years ago ang the increase of
20¢ per quarter does not seem to be out
of place in this day and age. Possibly the
increase seems greater when stated as a
percentage as put forward by the member
for Cottesloe, but to my mind it is a
reasonable increase.

We have to face the problem of ever-
increasing demands for increased wages. I
do not deny the right of the individual to
receive reasonable wages. I think this a
time of enlightenment in which the amount
each individual is able to obtaln for his
own use should be the maximum and not
the minimum amount the community can
find. The employee should no longer he
expected to expend his energies for the
benefit of someone who is recelving a
greater share of the cake than he is.
So I do not belittle people who recejve
justifiable wage increases, and this has
been no small percentage of the financial
problem of the S.E.C.

I do not believe the people have been
fooled in this regard. I feel the situation
has grown to the point where some other
form of capltalising such needs as public
undertakings—be they electricity supplies,
water supplies, or anything else—mus{ be
determined, But we are unable to alter
the standard financial arrangements which
have existed for many years now between
the Commonwealth and the State. Until
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this is done we must continue to rely on
our own people to finance many of their
projects.

I say again that despite the steep in-
creases which have been applied we still
compare favourably with our eastern
cousins and on that point alone we should
be thankful that we are lucky enough to
be served by an electricity commission
which has done its darndest in its efforts
not to raise finance through its consumers.
Indeed, one of the charters of the commis-
sion is to supply electricity at the cheapest
possible rate. The commission is continu-
ing to do this. Every week a new country
town is taken into the grid system and the
price of electricity per unit to these new
consumers is appreciably below that which
they formerly paid where small plants
were operating in towns such as Coorow,
Three Springs, Carnamah, and what-have-
you. There will be g further advantage to
people in areas as far north as Geraldton
when they are connected to the S.E.C.
mains, possibly within the next six months.
The commission 1s co-operating in this
matter in the Interests of decentralisation
and in an effort to further extend the grid
system so that electricity may be provided
to country towns at a reasonable cost.

Mr. Hutchinson: Before you conclude,
will you reconsider what is now a retro-
spective application of the increase with
o view to Dxing the 1st November as the
changeover day, and using an averaging
system?

Mr. JAMIESON: No, I would not be
inclined to do that. If that were done it
would be a departure from the normal
policy of the S E.C. It has determined the
date on which the Increase will occur.
Some people will be lucky and some will
not: but that is exactly the same situation
as occurs when we fix a new vehicle regis-
tration fee to commence at a certain date.
The person whose registration has a year
to run has an advantage whereas the per-
son who has to pay the next day is at a
disadvantage., I see no real method of
overcoming the problem.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is most unfair.

Mr, JAMIESON: It is not unfair, It is
a situation which will occur and there is
no way of overcoming it. As the honour-
able member is probably well aware, we
have had before us recently another fin-
ance measure which included retro-
spective provision to operate irom the be-
ginning of the month before we had passed
it. At least on this occasion the peonle
have been given a month’s notice that it is
intended to introduce new charges.

Mr. Rushton: They have been paying
the new charge for two months now.

Mr. JAMIESON: What I am saying in
effect is that the consumers have been
glven a month’s notice that the new
charges will be included in each quarterly
account from a month hence.
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Possibly notice would have been given
much earlier had it not been for the fact
that there had been certain industrial dis-
putes and the commission was faced with
the problem at that stage of net knowing
what its commitments would be for the
fortheoming yvear, and untit it was given
the opportunity to resolve these problems
it would have been unwise to have made &
move or an announcement.

Mr. Hufchinson: The news reports
stated that the electricity charges will be
inereased throughout the State Electricity
Commission’s system as from the 1st Nov-
ember.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is right.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is not. The increased
charges will be made two months prior to
that date.

Mr. JAMIESON: The honourable mem-
ber can blame the Press for that. I did not
give them that statement. If the news-
paper published the report in that way
stating that the increased charges will
start from that date, that is its responsi-
bility. We have not endeavoured to make
any alteration in the date that was set by
the S.E.C. Previously, some consumers of
electricity enjoyed some advantage when
the electricity charges were reduced; that
i5, those people who had to walt nearly
three months to receive their accounts
after the announcement of the reduction
in charges. Now the situation is reversed
by the charges being increased and it is
uniortunate that very lillle can be done
about it.

The State Electricity Commission must
set some date on which the electricity
charges will be increased. The date it has
set is the lst November and, as a con-
sequence, every consumer will be obliged
to have his power charges assessed on the
new rates thereafter when he receives his
accounts. I oppose the maotion,

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [10.07
p.m.1: I support the motion. I want to make
it clear at the outset that when the
Premier’s policy speech was published the
impression that was clearly conveyed to
the people at the time—particularly to
those in country areas—was that the
charges for electricity would be reduced.
Risking your accusation of repetition, Mr.
Speaker, because what I am about to quote
has been sald before, I would llke to read
this section of the Premler’s policy speech
to the House, in which he sald—

From its inception in 1945 up to
1966, a period of 21 years, the Com-
mission made an accumulated profit
on its metropolitan system of $11-
million, an average of a little more
than $i-million a year. Since then it
has had an average yearly profit of
$4i1-million with a profit of $6,279,945
last year.
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It is clear that uniform charges for
electricity can be adopted throughout
the Commission’s supply system with-
out having to ralse charges in the
metropolitan area and we propose to
have uniform charges adopted.

All the people in my electorate to whom
I have spoken in regard to this matter are
dismayed at the proposal to raise elec-
tricity charges in the metropolitan area,
because this is a contradiction of what was
outlined in the Premier’s policy speech.
It is a contradiction of what the people
were led to believe would happen.

For this reason I support the motlon
that has been put forward this evening
by the member for Cottesloe. It is incred-
ible to think that during the short time
the Government has been in office there
should be a complete contradiction made
of the promise outlined by the Premier
in his policy speech. It has been said that
it is not intended to increase electricity
charges in the country. I understand that
a slight increase will be made In elec-
tricity charges to some industries in coun-
try areas. The fact remains, however, that
if the charges are increased in the metro-
politan area and they have to be pald by
industry, naturally those inereases will be
passed on by way of increased costs of the
product that is manufactured. Therefore,
in fact, the recipients of those products at
the end of the line will be paying to
industry the increases it will have to pay
for electricity charges.

When the Minister for Electriclty was
speaking to the motion, I was a little
alarmed when he questioned the mover in
respect of water rates. For a moment this
caused me {o think seriously as to what
the Government intends to do with water
rates in the future. In view of the action
that has been taken by the Government
to Increase electricity charges, does this
mean that we are to be faced with an
increase in water rates in the future?

Mr. Jamileson: In the eountry?

Mr. McPHARLIN: Yes.

Mr. Jamieson: No, certainly not, despite
the fact that we are going down $11,000,000
each year looking after you.

Mr. McPHARLIN: That 1s an admission,
I take it, that there will be no incresse
in water rates in the future.

Mr. Jamieson: I said this year. ¥You
know the rates for the country water
supply scheme come under a yearly assess-
ment.

Mr. McFHARLIN: I know. Iam famillar
with the figures relating to the loss that
is shown on the country water supplies
scheme,

Mr. Jamieson: You want subsidies on
everything!

The SPEAKER: Order!
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‘Mr.- MCPHARLIN: How much. reliance
can we place on the assurarice tlie Minister
has just given us when the asstrance was
given in the Premier’s polity spéechi that
S.E.C. charges would not be increased?

Mr. Jamieson‘ ‘The charges for the
country. water supplies have aiready been
adopted for this year so they. cannot be
increased.

“The SFEAKER: We are not desling with
water charges now.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I was just éxpressing
concern, Mr. Speaker, about the possibility
of water rates being increased In the fu-
ture. I wish to support the motlon be-
cause of the alarm that has been expressed
to me by my constituents in various dis-
triets in view of the situation In which
primary Industry finds itself as a result
of increased charges. They are most
unacceptable at the moment, because they
create more problems for those engaged in
primary industry. It is for this reason
that I have put forward these few points,
and I support the motion.

MR, RGSHTON (Dale) [10.13 pm.]: I
support the motion moved by the member
for Cottesloe. In so doing it is obvious
he has & sound case. In fact, in the way
it has been presented it means a great
deal to the people of this State. Following
water charges, electricity charges, in my
view, would be the next most important
item in our economy.

The Minister has made light of the effect
of the increase in electricity charges upon
the family unit. I consider it will be
the family that will suffer most as a result
of the situation with which they will be
faced in the future because of these
increased charges, despite the fact that
indications were given by the Government
at election time that no incresses would
be made. It is very simple for members in
this House to work out what it will cost
their family units to meet the increases in
electricity charges, and they will be affected
in a similar way to other family utiits
throught the community. On an existing
bill of $20, the increase will amount to
about $4. On the 1st November many
people will recelve an electricity account
of something like $40, so, to them, it will
mean that the increase t.hey will have to
pay will be about $8. Therefore, they are
already liable for the payment of something
like $6 of that extra cost which will be
shown on thelr account that they will re-
cetve on the 15t November,

Mr. May: What was that again?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Elec-
tricity has said that the increased charges
will commence as from-the 1st November
and these Increases will be reflected in
the accounts that will cover the power con-
sumed for- the- previous 12 weeks., This
means that those people who receive an
account for about $40_will already be liable
for an extra charge of approximately $6.
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~~Mr, May: T do not khow.- . -

Mr: RUSHTON: It is unforfunate that
the Minister does not know because he
is & member of Cabinet and he should
know. 1 repeat that it will be the family
unit that will suffer mos{ under this fax.

- Another dire consequence, and one which
the Brand Governmient certainly took ac-
count of, is the effect on the employment
situation when the eost of power no longer
proves to be attractive to the people who
are the generators of employment.

The Minister has said that Western
Australia is in a favourable position, com-
pared with the other States, but this only
emphasises the good government of the
previous Administration. This shows what
emphasasis the Brand Government placed on
the provision of power., It made every
endeavour to hold the cost of power at an
attractive level to retain industry and re-
duce the cost structure.

Some people seem to have adopted the
habit of blaming everybody else but them-
selves for these things. The member for
Cottesloe has referred to the increase of
$57,000,000 in the State Budgetf, and from
it we can see what are the priorities of
the present Government. We will have the
opportunity to deal with that aspect In
the Budget debate.

The present Government has inherited
a very balanced, and an effective income
generating economy from the Brand Gov-
ernment. In that event it should not be
playing around with the cost of electricity
supplies. A pgreat deal of ballyhoo has
been uttered about the unfortunate situa-
tlon in whlch the Government now fihds
itself.

The reasons why the- people of the State
are being cailed upon to pay this extra
Impost are quite clear. I will not elaborate
on them, except to point ouit thet the
fulfilment of the Government’s promises
made at the last election will cost at a
conservative estimate $22,000,000. On a
previous occasion-I lsted the items of the
cost, and one item involved $500,000 for
the equalisation of power charges.

_ Mr, Jamieson: What about the promise
of your ' Government tn subsidise all
country power?y -

Mr. RUSHTON: This is. a strange
method for the Government to keep its
promises. T would ask the Minister to tell
us whether his Government considers it
has now carried out its promises regarding
clectricity made before the last election.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
will address the Chair. .

Mr. RUSHTON: There is nho retort or
answer from. the Minister. Unfortunately
for the people of this State-the Govern-
ment considers it has carried out its elec-
tion promises in respect of -electricity
charges. A previous speaker has referred
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to the promise made by the Government,
\]‘,he concluding part of which is as fol-
oWs:—

It 1s clear that uniform charges for
electricity can be adopted throughout
the commision supply system without
having to raise charges in the metro-
politan area, and we propose to have
uniform electricity charges adopted.

I refer specifically to the reference “with-
out having to raise charges in the metro-
politan area.” The Government has not
assumed office for more than eight months
before it is increasing the electricity
charges. This must be of great concern to
the people of the State. Once again the
people have to face up to an increase in
charges. What hope 1is there for the
economy of the State?

It would appear that in an attempt {o
retrieve its honour, the Government Is
preparing to implement some of its
promises by taxing in an extreme manner,
In trying to do this the Government has
created another flasco by cuiting out over-
time of the S.E.C. workers. It claims that
it is doing this to halt inflation.

Mr, T. D. Evans: This was done at the
specific request of the former Prime Min-
ister, but your leader did not take notice
of this,

Mr. RUSHTON: The situation is farcical,
The present Government took this action
from the 20th February to the 30th June,
but on the 1st July it injected the saving
back into the system.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It has not been in-
jected back into the economy.

Mr. RUSHTON: It has. The overtime
was cut back deliberately so that it would
appear to be a saving by this Govern-
ment. It was also done to prepare for
the future with a view to keeping the other
promises that have been made, and for
the next election.

This impost is a deliberate one, and the
people of the State should judge it in
that way. The Government has acted
discreditably, and this reflects very poorly
on it.

The Minister has said that the State
Electricity Commission eould not come out
earlier with the announcement of the im-
post, because of the industrial problems.
I have pointed out why these industrial
preblems have arisen; it was because this
Government imposed conditions on the
S.E.C. workers which they were not pre-
pared to accept. I have no objection to
their being granted their fair due.

Mr. Jamieson: If you had your way you
would take s whip and drive them to
their jobs.

The SPEAKER: Order! If the honour-
able member will keep to the motion he
will be on the right lines.
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Mr. RUSHTON: I am dealing with the
motion which relates to the increase in
power costs. This is the last straw in the
conduct of the Government. We are all
aware of the antics of the Premier at a
football field when he addressed a gather-
ing of S.E.C. workers. Unfortunately he
did not do his homework, and because of
that the Industrial Commission is now
placed in the position where it apparently
has to reconsider its deliberations. The
commission has to offer the men more in
order to avoid further industrial unrest.

‘Who would have thought that the people
of the State would face such a sad state
of affairs so soon after the Government
assumed office? The position was obvious
to members on this side. The way the
Government is going, the State can only
g0 dowp and not up; and if not arrested
the position will reach the 1959 level when
the economy was shattered.

I come back to the point I made at the
beginnihg of my contribution: Let the
people of the State judge the Government
on the action it has taken against its
announcements at the last election that
increased charges will not be imposed.

MR. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe) [10.25
pm.): T wil! not take too long to reply,
you will be pleased to know, Mr. Speaker.

I just want to say that the Minister
made no real reply to the points I raised.

It was, of course, difficuit for him to
answer the charges I made—
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Mr. Jamieson: It was difficult to under-
stand them.

Mr. Hutchinson: —because they were
proved by actions already taken. He gave
us a fairly long recital of figures and com-
parative figures of the other States and
said blandly that our situation is as good,
if not hetter than, that in other places. As
I said when I interjected while he was
speaking, that is not the point at all. The
vital point involved in my motion is that
the people have been fooled twice.

Mr. Bickerton: How do you know the
Minister will not support the motion?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The people were
fooled first when the Premier, then the
Leade;r of the Opposition, said that the
prineiple of using for capital works revenue
from the State Electricity Commission was
wrong; and, secondly, when he deliberately
ignored pre-election promises that he
would not increase taxation and charges,

and did so. That is the import of what
I had to say.

I just want to mention one last matter,
and it relates to my request to the Minis-
ter to try to salvage something from the
wreck by using an averaging system in
order to keep his promise that the inereases
would commence from the 1st November.
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Mr. Jamieson: You be careful and make
sure whether or not I said that. If you
are quoting from the Press again, you had
better be sure of the facts.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The paper report-
ed—

Electricity charges will rise through-
out the Electricity Commission’s grid
system on November 1.

Did the Minister say that?

Mr, Jamieson: That is a Press comment.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: In another place,
Mr. Clive Griffiths asked a question today.

The SPEAKER: Is the honourable mem-
ber replying to the debate?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Yes. This has
direct application to the subject we are
discussing.

The SPEAKER: We are not dealing with
questions.

Mr. Bickerton: You got away with mur-
der a while ago.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I will tell members
what transpired.

The SPEAKER: Give a broad outline.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Yes. The first ques-
tion asked by Mr. Clive Griffiths related
to whether the Minister for Electricity was
correctly reported in The West Ausiralion
on Tuesday, the 5th October, relating to
higher State electricity charges. That is
virtually the question expressed in my own
words. However, I cannot alter the answer
because it consists of only one word which
is, “Yes."

Mr. Jamiespn: Yes. The electiricity
charges are to be higher. There is nothing
wrong with that. I was correctly reported
on that.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: But all the time the
Minister intended that the people should
make retrospective payments of increases,
not only from the lst November.

Mr. Jamieson: All the time I expected
the normal procedure of the commission to
be followed.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Finally I say that
this is most unfair. Under one of the port-
folios handled by the Minister, dealing
with Metropolitan Water Board affairs, an
averaging system is adopted when a water
meter breaks down and an obvious mistake
is made. The Metropolitan Water Board
averages out the account because it believes
it is unfair that people should be charged
wrongly.

Why cannot the Government salvage
something from this situation and recon-
sider it in the interests of the people in-
stead of fooling them again? The averag-
ing system could work. The people believe
that the rise in prices will operate from the
1st November when in faet it will have
retrospective application. Why does he not
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take some action to avold this in the in-
terests of the people his Government pur-
ports to represent?

I hope the CGovernment will reconsider
this matter in its quleter moments. I say
again that the Government stands con-
demned on the increased electricity
charges, and I ask the House to agree with
me by passing this motion.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—21
Mr. Blaikte Mr. O'Nell
Sir David Brand Mr. Reld
Mr. Court Mr. Runciman
Mr. Coyne Mr. Rushton
Dr, Dadour Mr. Stephens
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Thompson
Mr. Grayden Mr. Williams
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. R. L. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. W, G. Young
Mr. McPharlin Mr, I. W. Manning
Mr. Mensaros ( Teller)
Noes—21
Mr. Bateman Mr. Lapham
Mr. Bickerton Mr. May
Mr. Brady Mr. Mclver
Mr. Brown Mr. Moller
Mr. Cook Mr. Norton
Mr. H. D. Evans Mr. Sewell
Mr, T. D. Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. Fletcher Mr. A. R. Tonkin
Mr. Hartrey Mr. J. T. Tonkin
Mr. Jamieson Mr. Harman
Mr. Jones {Teller }
Palrs.

Aves Noes
Mr. Ridge Mr. Graham
Mr. G’Ceonnor Mr. Burke
Mr. Lewls Mr. Davles
Mr. Nalder Mr. Bertram

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my vote to the Noes.

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.
House adjourned at 10.35 p.m,

Legislative Tmumril

Thursday, the Tth October, 1971

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chalr at 2.30 pm. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (7): ON NOTICE
1. EDUCATION
Wagin Junior High School

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) Has the Education Department
any plans for improving facilities
at the Wagin Junior High School?

(2) If so, when is work likely to com-
mence on any proposed exten-
slons?



